Blairites and Brownites feel the heat in 


Tube bosses want to force London 
_ Labour’s leadership campaign 


Underground staff to work all night... 


s Tube workers are 
7right to strike 


REFUGEES IN CALAIS ARE 
FLEEING WAR AND POVERTY 


Picture: PA 


— 1 ; 
REFUGEES FROM across the world face destitution i in Calais 
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A FRENCH FV (e| worker greets a 
migrant in the ‘jungle’ camp 
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the TROUBLEMAKER 


THE THINGS 


THEY SAY 


“We kept out 
Hitler. Why 
can't our feeble 
leaders stop a 
few thousand 
exhausted 
migrants?” 


The Daily Mail maintains its 
celebrated sense of proportion 


‘These people are 
idiots’ 

Times columnist Philip Collins 
on Jeremy Corbyn supporters 


‘The sexpot trot’ 
The Daily Mail on Corbyn 
‘If you shoot 
them, they go 
somewhere else. 
Hopefully to one 
of our rivals’ 


Steve Hayes, manager at the 
Hotel Cristina in Jersey, gave 
customers water pistols to 
cope with the seagull scare 


‘Margaret 
Thatcher put the 
Great into Great 
Britain’ 

Singer, TV presenter, and Tory 
supporter Cilla Black in 1993 


‘The only lesson 
of Syriza is that 
fantasy politics 
does nothing to 
help people get 
on in their lives’ 


Labour front-bencher Chuka 
Umunna makes the most of 
Greece’s return to austerity 


Can you help 
Tory axeman? 


IT’S NO secret that gov- 
ernment departments are 
feeling the strain after 
years of austerity. But it’s 
come to something when 
George Osborne can’t even 
draw up a new plan for cuts 
without help. 

Osborne and his hench- 
man Greg Hands wrote a 
letter to 6 million teachers, 
nurses, refuse workers, call 
centre staff, school crossing 
attendants and other public 
sector workers this week. 

It asked them to identify 
new things to cut. That is, to 
“share with us your ideas for 
how to get more for less.“ 

The idea is that workers 
on the frontline know best 
which of their services can be 
shut down or which of their 
colleagues can be sacked. 

The winning sugges- 
tions in what the Daily 
Telegraph newspaper called 


the “Dragon’s Den-style” con- 
sultation could form part of 
Osborne’s spending review. 

Perhaps this crowdsourc- 
ing of cuts will free him to 
concentrate on his other 
favourite activity—selling off 
state assets to his rich pals. 

Osborne reaffirmed plans 
for a record-breaking priva- 
tisation drive, much bigger 
than Margaret Thatcher’s 
selloff of utilities in 1991. 

The first slice of bailed 
out bank RBS will kick off a 
£32 billion wave of privati- 
sations. The last state-owned 
chunk of Royal Mail is on the 
auction block next. 

The letter asks, “If you 
think there is a better way to 
do things, we want to know.” 

Most public sector work- 
ers do know a better way to 
do things—stopping cuts and 
privatisation to put people 
before profits. 


YOU’D THINK it would be all the rage 
to have pictures of sieg heiling Royals 


these days. 


But photographs showing the Duke of 
Windsor sieg heiling in Germany in 1937 
failed to sell at an auction last week. 

The Duke was visiting at the invitation 
of Hitler at the time. The highest bid 


for the pictures was £1,800—below the 


reserve price. 


Get the lion’s share 
of the mane story 


WHILE MIGRANTS die 
trying to escape the jungle 
in Calais much of the 
media got more upset 
about a dead lion. But for 
some the mourning was 
also a chance to cash in. 
Karen Anderson, an 
animal communicator, 
revealed she had 
“connected” with 
Cecil after his . 
untimely death. foi 
“I was moved g 
to tears to hear _ 
his words,” she 
gushed. uF 
Cecil urged re 
people to “Raise 
your vibration 
and allow this 
energy to move 
us forward”. 
Karen can 


Get in 
touch with 


Socialist 
Worker 


ra 


help others talk to animals, 
living or dead, for a price. 
For just $75 she will talk to 
up to two animals for 

15 minutes. 


GOLD PLATING firm 
Goldgenie is hoping to 
rake in the lion’s share 
of Cecil cash-ins with 
its memorial HTC One 
M9 phone cover. 
With its engraving 
of Cecil, it’s yours 
for just £1,580. 
Troublemaker 
wonders whether 
Cecil himself had a 
darker side, however. 
Just how does a 
lion in Zimbabwe 
get named after its 
old murderous racist 
dictator Cecil Rhodes? 


Email reports@ 
socialistworker.co.uk 


Web www.socialistworker.co.uk 


Facebook “Socialist Worker (Britain)” 


Twitter @socialistworker 


f | 
(Sieg) Heil to the Duke 


GEORGE OSBORNE IN: 


CHOOSE YOUR - 


OWN aD 


Ss 


MANY WOMEN will be familiar 
Orit being called “bossy” if they 
are deemed to be too confident. 

But Tesco has taken this to another 
level. It is replacing the “bossy” 
female voice on its self-service tills. 

Now a “friendlier” male voice will 
tell customers they packed their bags 
wrong. Tesco said the sex of the voice 
“was not our main consideration”. 


Lib Dem life peers 
and a Labour mole 


LIB DEM leader Tim 
Farron said last week 
that life peerages “risk 
undermining confidence 
in our law-makers”. 

Soon after, he named 
ten life peers in his 
shadow cabinet. 

They included 
Baroness Bonham-Carter 
of Yarnbury, who comes 
from a family with 
three successive 
generations of 
peerage. 

To be fair, 
though, the Lib 
Dem leader’s 
not exactly 
shuffling with a 
full deck. 


Newsdesk 
020 7819 1180 
Circulation 
020 7819 1171 
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MICHAEL (later 
Lord) Young, drafted 
Labour’s election- 
winning 1945 manifesto 
Let Us Face the Future. 
But 70 years on his 
Tory son Toby has been 
kicked out of Labour. 
He admitted joining to 
vote for Jeremy Corbyn, 
who he hoped would 
“consign Labour to elec- 
toral oblivion”. 
Harriet Harman 
may be right to doubt 
Young’s leadership 
choices, however. 
His free school has 
had to find three new 
headmasters 
in three 
years. 


Write to 
Socialist Worker 
. PO Box 42184 
” London 
SW8 2WD 


On your 
marks... get 
set... boo 


GEORGE OSBORNE went 
off to the Tour de France 
to appear on the podium 
with top athlete Chris 
Froome. 

He was dropped off 
by his driver outside the 
Team Sky base, where he 
was roundly booed. 

He looked a bit 
shocked, made some 
bizarre driving gesture, 
and was booed some 
more before quickly 
scuttling off to sit with the 
French politicians. 


LORDS OF 
CRIME 


Some of the current 
members of the House 
of Lords with criminal 
convictions 


e@Jeffery Archer, Baron 
Archer of Weston-super- 
Mare, jailed for perjury 
FVateW ol-VaV(-Vaa atom til 
course of justice in 2001 


C Levoyate-lel =) t-(e,@m =t-1 0014) 
Black of Crossharbour, 
jailed for fraud and 
obstruction of justice 
in 2007. Currently ona 
leave of absence from 
the Lords 


@John Taylor, Baron 

BEN Cleo A elanaceemt-liCcve| 
for false accounting of 
parliamentary expenses 
claims in 2011 


@Paul White, Baron 
Hanningfield, jailed 

for false accounting of 
parliamentary expenses 
claims in 2011 


High standards 
of dopey cops 


THE COPS got tough on 
drugs last week. They 
sacked PC Kirk Van 
Niekerk who had been 
caught smoking cannabis 
in his marked patrol car. 

He was supposed to be 
investigating a missing 
persons inquiry at the 
time. 

A panel found him 
guilty of gross misconduct. 
Deputy Chief Constable 
of West Midlands Police 
Dave Thompson said at 
the hearing, “The public 
expect high standards 
from police officers.” 
Really? 
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Go all out to build support 


for National Gallery fight 


by NICK CLARK 


STRIKERS AT the National Gallery 
have voted to bring forward their 
planned all-out strike after bosses 
announced their privatisation 
plans could go through as early as 
next Monday. 

Gallery bosses announced last 
Friday that they were preparing to 
sign a contract with private security 
firm Securitas. 

National Gallery workers have 
been striking against plans to priva- 
tise 400 out of 600 jobs since January. 

And last month they voted over- 
whelmingly for an all-out strike. The 
start date for the action was set to be 
announced as Socialist Worker went 
to press. 

The PCS union members are also 
fighting for the reinstatement of 
sacked union rep Candy Udwin. 

Candy was suspended ahead of the 
strikers’ first walkout in January, and 
was sacked in May. 

Bosses were expected to impliment 
their privatisation plan towards the 
end of this month or the beginning 
of September. 

But they now want to bring the 
deal forward after announcing the 
contract on Friday. 


Incoming 

They want privatisation in the ba 
before the workers’ all-out strike 
begins—and before incoming direc- 
tor Gabriele Finaldi takes up his post. 

If signed on Monday, the deal 
would go through on the same day 
that Candy’s appeal hearing against 
her sacking resumes. 

The hearing began on 22 July, but 
was adjourned after the chair agreed 
that the gallery had not given the 
union proper notice. 

Outgoing gallery director Nicholas 
Penny told gallery workers about the 
privatisation plan in two staff meetings 
on Friday without notifying the PCS. 


of outgoing director Nicholas Penny 


The PCS has been trying to secure 
negotiations with Finaldi and gal- 
lery bosses through government 
conciliation service Acas for more 
than a week. 

Penny made the announcement 
the day after his leaving party, 
which was held inside the gallery last 
Thursday evening. 

He had previously said in an inter- 
view that he didn’t agree with out- 
sourcing staff. But that didn’t stop 


RAGE AGAINST THE TORIES 


DEMONSTRATE 


| A eri 


4 OCTOBER 


TORY PARTY 
CONFERENCE 
MANCHESTER 
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called by the TUC 
tuc.org.uk 


A FESTIVAL OF 
RESISTANCE 


The People’s Assembly 


and friends from 
supporting organisations 
will host a series of events 
throughout the week 


zal 


VICTIMISED UNION rep Candy Udwin (right) on a picket line with placards 


PicTuRE: Socialist WoRKER 


him from pushing ahead with the 
plans anyway. 

Strikers and their supporters held 
their own alternative “leaving party” 
outside the gallery entrance as the 
guests went in. 

Speaking outside the party, 
Candy said, “We’re very pleased the 
director has said that he thinks pri- 
vatisation is a bad thing, because 
that’s what we’ve been saying for 
the past year. 


“It’s just a little strange that he’s 
waited a year to say that.” 

The National Gallery said that pri- 
vatisation would not lead to redun- 
dancies and terms and conditions 
would remain the same. But out- 
sourcing staff is always a step towards 
driving down terms and conditions. 

Workers could be asked to work 
later hours for less to cover ticketed 
events or private functions. 


Arts 


The gallery also said that Securitas 
has “a proven track record” in “visitor 
engagement roles within the arts and 
culture sector”. 

But the only museum or gallery 
Securitas has a contract with in 
Britain is the Royal Armoury in Leeds 
—where it only provides security. 

Many gallery staff were surprised 
that the contract had not been given 
to rival security firm CIS, which has 
already been providing security in 
the gallery’s Sainsbury Wing. 

Some staff were speculating 
whether the strength of their strike 
had caused CIS to pull out. 

The strikers have had huge sup- 
port. But with the deal imminent they 
are in urgent need of solidarity. 

And they are determined to fight 
on over terms and conditions even if 
the deal goes through. 

The workers want trade union- 
ists and other campaigns to “adopt 
a day” during their all-out strike to 
visit picket lines or show solidarity in 
other ways. All campaigners need to 
do everything they can now to help 
the strikers fight on. 


Solidarity meeting, Thursday 6 August, 
6.30pm. Quaker Meeting House, 
London WC2N 4EA. 

Donate to the strike fund. Sort code 
08 60 O1, account no 20169002. 
Cheques to PCS Culture Media and 
Sport Association, c/o PCS North West 
Region, Jack Jones House, 1 Islington, 
Liverpool L3 8EG 

Go to ngnotforsale.wordpress.com 


East End immigration raid 


IMMIGRATION OFFICERS raided 
a sandwich factory in east London 
last week. 

Several vans, backed up by 
unmarked cars, arrived at around 
3.30am at Greencore in Tower 
Hamlets. 

The company makes 
sandwiches which are sold in 
major supermarkets, such as 
Asda. 

Officers took 32 people into 
custody, the majority being 
agency workers. 

Several were handcuffed as 
they were led off. 

Workers were photographed 
and fingerprinted on site. 

The workforce is about 
300-strong and almost entirely 


made up of migrants. 

A witness told Socialist Worker 
that the officers divided the 
workers into eastern Europeans 
and Africans. 

All those detained were black 
Africans. 

Greencore says that it checks 
the immigration status of all 
workers it employs, including 
those hired through agencies. 

Witnesses said that officers 
confiscated company records and 
used bolt cutters to open people’s 
lockers. 

A witness said workers were 
terrified by the raid which showed 
the reality of harassment that 
migrant workers face. 

Ken Olende 


IN BRIEF 


Cuts for child 
abuse victims 


COMPENSATION FOR more 
than 400 child sex abuse 
victims has been reduced. 

The Criminal Injuries 
Compensation Authority said 
they will receive less if they 
went on to commit a criminal 
offence. 


Libor scandal 
banker trail 


FORMER BANKER Tom Hayes 
is the first to have been found 
guilty of rigging the Libor 
interest rate. He received a 
14-year sentence. 

His defence was that the 
crimes he committed were 
“commonplace”. 


It’s no help to 
be an academy 


SCHOOLS RATED as 
“inadequate” are less likely 
to improve if they become 
academies, according to 
Freedom of Information 
requests obtained by the NUT 
teachers’ union. 

An “inadequate” primary 
school is 12 times more likely 
to remain so if it becomes an 
academy. 


Rich council 
drives poor out 


LONDON’S richest council, 
Tory-run Kensington and 
Chelsea, is to send vulnerable 
families to temporary 
accommodation miles 
outside of London to cut 
costs. 

Housing campaigners warn 
this will isolate people with 
mental health and physical 
problems from their support. 


ON THE WEB 


Top five hits this week on 
socialistworker.co.uk 


We're not going to win 
by looking to Labour 


Syriza government 
blackmails rebel MPs 
as institutions return to 
Greece 
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Tory attack 


on refugees 
as migrants 
die in Calais 


Cameron unveils a new racist 
clampdown on migrants as border 
crisis grows, reports Ken Olende 


DAVID CAMERON announced a 
new racist crackdown on Monday. 
He declared he would remove 
housing from “failed” asylum 
seekers. 

The authorities are determined to 
turn the refugee crisis into a secu- 
rity crisis. 

The new anti-migrant fence the 
Tories threatened is being built this 
week at the French entrance to the 
tunnel. Now it promises extra sniffer 
dogs to hunt down migrants. These 
are being sent to aid the reinforced 
French riot police. 

All sides agree that the only solu- 
tion is to find ways to stop migrants 
coming. But Socialist Worker says 
that all these problems would be fin- 
ished by removing the border fences. 


Rough 

Cameron argues that if conditions for 
refugees are made as bad as in France 
then fewer will come. Asylum seekers 
in France are forced to sleep rough 
while their cases are processed. 

The new measures are to be 
added to the immigration bill, which 
he hopes to rush through when par- 
liament meets again at the begin- 
ning of September. 

The aim is to be able to evict 
people without a court order, remov- 
ing another check on the mistreat- 
ment of tenants. 


BACK STORY 


As many as 3,000 migrants 

are camped in grim conditions 
outside Calais 

@Many are fleeing war and 
poverty 

@Several have died trying to 
cross the English Channel to get 
to Britain 

@The deaths are a result of 
immigration controls that stop 
people from moving freely 

@But instead of helping, the Tory 
government is ramping up 
anti-migrant racism 


Any landlord who failed to follow 
these rules would face a criminal 
conviction and be liable for five 
years in prison. 

This is a charter for the racist 
scapegoating of all black people, not 
only asylum seekers. 

This will make landlords reject 
all tenants who look like they might 
be a “problem”. It means that any 
foreign or black person will have 
to carry a passport when they are 
trying to find a place to live. 

The government’s talk of “rogue” 
landlords is an attempt to repeat 
the tactic that got people to worry 
about “people traffickers” in the 


Tory home secretary Theresa May and prime minister David Cameron 


FOLKESTONE UNITED campaigners marching to show solidarity with the Calais migrants 


Mediterranean. They don’t want 
people to ask why migrants would 
take such desperate measures. 

Cameron dismissed the refugees 
as “a swarm of people coming across 
the Mediterranean, seeking a better 
life”, last week. 


Incendiary 

Acting Labour leader Harriet 
Harman rightly called these com- 
ments “incendiary”. 

But her main worry has not been 
over inhumanity to the migrants, but 
whether British holidaymakers and 
hauliers would get compensation. 

Nigel Farage of Ukip has so far 


FIGURE IT OUT 


29,020 


Claims for asylum in Britain in 
the year to March 2015 


84,132 


Asylum claims to Britain in 
2002, the highest year 


626,000 


Asylum claims in all European 
Union countries last year 


been outflanked and was reduced to 
repeating the prime minister’s offen- 
sive reference to a swarm. 

Home secretary Theresa May 
sternly informed desperate refugees 
that “our streets are not paved with 
gold”. With her French counterpart, 
Bernard Cazeneuve, she is attempt- 
ing to work out way to repatriate the 
migrants, rather than offering them 
refuge. 

Police and crime commissioner 
Kevin Hurley—in charge of neigh- 
bouring Surrey not Kent—went as 
far as calling for the British army to 
send in the Royal Gurkha Rifles. He 
added, “They could help to ensure 


that our border is not breached”. 

The British media is wrong about 
the Calais “crisis”. Beyond the oppor- 
tunities granted by the tailbacks 
the strike caused there is no great 
change in the number of migrants 
in Calais. 

Meanwhile at least one more 
migrant—a 26-year-old Sudanese 
man—died on Wednesday of last 
week. Another two were seriously 
injured in the same incident. 


On other pages... 
Ly The truth about Calais 
>>Pages 10&11 


Bosses put drivers at risk 


A STRIKE by ferry 
workers in Calais has 
led to long delays for 
lorries crossing the 
English Channel. 
Haulage firms 
remain determined 
to get the maximum 
profit out of one of 


queueing space. 

It has also extended 
the maximum time 
drivers can spend 
in their cab, which 
drivers’ union Unite 
warns could endanger 
safety. 

Czech driver Petr 


the world’s biggest 
shipping routes—so 
the pressure has been 
on drivers. 

They face long 
queues—some as long 
as 12 hours—on both 


Truck queues at Calais 


sides of the Channel. 
On the British side, 
the government is now 
set to use Ministry of 
Defence land as extra 


told Socialist Worker, 
“| think the authorities 
who are making us 
wait on the motorway 
are to blame. That’s 
why there’s such a big 
blockage.” 
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Protesters 
show support 
for migrants 


AROUND 30 people demonstrated 
in support of the Calais migrants 
on Saturday outside the Eurotunnel 
Service Area at Folkestone in Kent. 

The demonstration was called 
by Folkestone United and Thanet 
People’s Assembly. 

Bridget Chapman, from 
Folkestone United, told the 
demonstrators she wanted 
migrants in Calais to know that a 
lot of people stand with them. 

She also said Operation Stack, 
which parks backed-up lorries 
on the M20 motorway, is an 
inconvenience. 

But she argued that the 
difference between being slightly 
delayed and ending up dead on top 
of a train is quite a big one. 
Bridget told Socialist Worker 
at it is possible to take on the 
istortions in the media and can 
change people’s minds. 

She said, “You have to argue 
and point the finger at the 
government—and you can get 
somewhere.” 

Around 40 fascists from Britain 
First and the EDL also turned up in 
a counter demonstration. 

Stand Up to Racism called a 
demonstration to support the 
Calais migrants outside Downing 
Street in central London last Friday. 

Weyman Bennett from Stand Up 
to Racism said, “French workers 
are striking for a living wage. 

“It's not the migrants that are 
causing the blockade—it’s the 
bosses.” 

Thanks to Steve Wilkins 


oes 


Busting racist myths 
about asylum seekers 


D They come over to 
steal our jobs 


ASYLUM SEEKERS in Britain are 
not allowed to work. They are 
housed, usually in hard to let 
properties, and receive just £36.95 
a week to live on. People who 
whine that this is generous have 
never tried to live on it. 


Q They are not real 
asylum seekers 


WHY SHOULD we keep paying 

to support the families of “failed 
asylum seekers” while they 
appeal? A third of “failed” cases 
turn out to be “genuine” on appeal, 
despite the fact that the system is 
biased against them. 


@ They are not real 
refugees 
THE TORIES are contemptuous 


of people they call economic 
migrants who are not fleeing a 


current war but want a better life. 
This can mean not wanting 

your family to live under a brutal 

dictatorship or risk starvation. 


4) They all come 
straight to Britain 


REFUGEES DON'T all come 

to Britain. Most don’t come to 
Europe. But even those who do 
tend not to come here. 

Germany had 173,000 asylum 
claims in 2014 and France 63,000 
compared to 25,000 in Britain. We 
could take in many more. 


@ They want our 
share of the cake 


PEOPLE WORRY that migrants use 
up “our share” of the national cake. 

But the wealth in Britain is 
created by all the people who 
come and work here. 

More workers means more to go 
round. It is the rich who take more 
than their share of money and 
space and keep us out. 


WHAT WE THINK 


PEOPLE WANT CHANGE— 
NOT CUTS AND RACISM 


HENEVER Labour 
politicians lurch to 
the right, they always 
seem to find a way 
of blaming it on the 
prejudices of ordinary people. 

Acting leader Harriet Harman’s 
response to the plight of migrants 
this week was to tell Cameron 
to demand compensation from 
the French government over the 
refugee crisis at Calais. 

It’s the latest of a series of 
anti-migrant gems from the 
shadow front bench. They're all 
justified by the idea that voters— 
and especially working class 
voters—can’t stand immigration. 

But locals in Calais have 
organised to help immigrants 
while the Tories and French cops 
repress them. 

People on the Greek island 
of Lesvos have defied threats of 
arrest to give refugees a lift to 
its capital when they arrive on 
dinghies from Turkey. 

And even after years of 
mainstream parties fuelling racism 
and the rise of Ukip, people all 
over Britain were horrified at 
David Cameron’s talk of “swarms” 
of refugees. But they aren’t the 
ones given a voice in politics. 

The Mirror newspaper's search 


for authenticity led it to interview 
Gillian Duffy, the pensioner whose 
hostility to migrants embarrassed 
even Labour’s Gordon Brown. 

When union leaders call off 
strikes they pull the same trick, 
mumbling about their members 
not being galvanised enough. 

But whenever workers have 
been given a chance to fight 
they have seized it—as with the 
Tube strikes that have shut down 
London this summer. 

Now the whole Labour 
establishment is panicking about 
the prospect of a left winger such 
as Jeremy Corbyn leading the 
party. 

The most poisonous of the 
Blairites are open about their 


The Labour 
establishment is 
panicking about 
left-winger 
Jeremy Corbyn 


disgust at any attempt to challenge 
the priorities of profit and the rich. 

But for most of them the 
excuse is that Corbyn would make 
Labour “unelectable”. 

Guardian columnist Polly 
Toynbee boasted she would “go 
further than Corbyn” if she was 
“free to dream”. But in reality the 
question is “how far can you go 
and still bring enough voters with 

ou?” 

She claimed that voters “show 
little leftward inclination” and 
want cuts, especially to benefits. 

But the huge meetings in 
support of Corbyn (see page 20) 
tell a very different story. 

From long-standing Labour 
activists to young people newly 
involved in politics, his audiences 
show the thirst for an alternative 
to neoliberal politics. 

The Scottish National Party 
gave political expression to 
people’s anger after Scotland’s 
independence referendum—and 
redrew the map of Scottish 
politics. 

It’s getting harder to deny 
that the same potential exists in 
England and Wales. But either side 
of the border, the challenge is to 
turn it into real resistance against 
austerity and racism. 


OBAMA’S REAL LEGACY 


the final version of his “Clean 
Power Plan” on Sunday. 

The US president aims to 
reduce the greenhouse gases from 
the country’s coal-burning power 
plants. 

Unlike the Obama Care health 
programme which went through 
Congress, Obama is passing this 
through an executive branch order. 

The revised plan will aim to 
cut carbon emissions from power 
plants by 32 percent by 2030—but 
based on the 2005 levels. And it 


Becina OBAMA announced 


will use a cap and trade system 
that has failed to tackle climate 
change in Europe. 

Coal supplied 37 percent of US 
electricity in 2012.There are 442 
active coal mines in the biggest 
coal producing state, Kentucky. 

Obama plan faces a right wing 
offensive from the Republicans. 

He wants to leave a legacy 
behind as his presidential term 
comes to an end. 

The things his supporters 
hoped for have not happened. The 
US is still at war. 


Get Socialist Worker 
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If you liked this issue of Socialist 
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circ@socialistworker.co.uk 


It is bombing Iraq and Syria. 

Almost 2,500 people have been 
killed by US drone strikes since 
Obama’s inauguration in 2009. 

US police have murdered 176 
black people so far this year. 

Obama Care—often touted as 
his flagship policy—does little to 
help the poor. 

And he never kept his 
promise to shut down the hated 
Guantanamo Bay. 

These unfulfilled promises are 
the true legacy of the Obama 
administration. 
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ANALYSIS 
ALEX CALLINICOS 


Syriza left needs to 
fight against deal 


ANYONE WHO imagined that Greek prime minister Alexis 
Tsipras’ capitulation to the European Union (EU) in July 
would end the Greek crisis was kidding themselves. 

Unfortunately this is more because of what Europe’s rulers 
are doing than resistance from Syriza. That’s despite the 
fact that nearly 62 percent of voters rejected austerity in 
Greece’s recent referendum. 

Syriza’s biggest strategic move was to imagine that they 
could implement their programme through agreement with 
the EU’s dominant forces. But the interviews that Yanis 
Varoufakis has been giving since he resigned as Greek 
finance minister, just after the referendum, show they also 
committed a tactical mistake. 

Naively Tsipras and Varoufakis imagined that if they made 
a political agreement with the EU, it would be fairly easy to 
sort out its implementation. But this isn’t how the EU works. 

The eurogroup of eurozone finance ministers give priority 
to so-called “technical” discussions among “experts”. These 
discussions are then used to pin the victims of bailouts down 
to much greater concessions than they thought they had 
agreed to. 

The old Troika has now expanded to four—the European 
Central Bank, European Commission, European Stability 
Fund, and International Monetary Fund (IMF). They are 
currently discussing a further £60bn bailout of Greece— 
lending the Greek government the money to repay its 
creditors. Representatives of this “Quartet” are in Athens 
busily shifting the goalposts. 

It’s true that this gang is internally divided. The IMF now 
says that it won’t participate in another Greek bailout until 
its creditors have “agreed on debt relief”. This confirms what 
has been obvious since the eurozone crisis began in 2010— 
Greece can’t repay its debt. 

But the majority of the eurogroup, led by Germany, 
bitterly oppose “debt restructuring”. Back in 2010 Merkel 
personally insisted the IMF had to be involved in the bailouts 
of indebted eurozone member states. 


Sabotage 

Meanwhile, her finance minister, Wolfgang Schauble, is 
trying to sabotage the bailout. He hasn’t given up on his plan 
to push Greece out of the euro, supposedly temporarily. He 
explained to Varoufakis that he wants to use Grexit to force 
France and Italy to accept far tighter EU surveillance of their 
spending and borrowing. 

Despite these differences, the “Quartet” can all agree 
on demanding more neoliberal “reforms”—privatisations, 
pension cuts, VAT rises, reversal of the reforms introduced 
by Syriza. The martyrdom of ordinary Greeks must continue 
to show there is no alternative to austerity. 

Meanwhile, Tsipras has succeeded for the time being in 
seeing off the left opposition within his own party. Of the 
200 members of the Syriza central committee, 109 had 
signed a statement rejecting the Brussels agreement. 

The central committee—which has hardly met since 
Syriza’s election victory in January—was finally convened 
on Thursday last week. Tsipras softened the meeting up in 
advance with various redbaiting remarks—for example, 
attacking foreign demonstrators arrested for protesting 
against the deal outside parliament. 

Threatening the meeting with another referendum, this time 
of party members, he made the issue a matter of confidence. 
He said, “Anyone who wants a different government or a 
different premier should say so.” The central committee agreed 
on a show of hands to hold a special party congress to discuss 
the bailout once it had been agreed. 

Syriza left wingers—Panagiotis Lafazanis of the Left 
Platform and parliamentary speaker Zoe Konstantopoulou— 
have been eloquent in their criticisms. But Lafazanis and 
other ministers against the deal meekly waited to be sacked. 

The Greek Socialist Workers Party (SEK) has criticised 
the “self-caging of the Left Platform in the internal party 
processes and its concern to be a force of ‘balance’ since its 
target is ‘unity inside the party through its pluralism’.” 

There is a struggle between Tsipras and the left over who 
represents the referendum’s No voters. It can only be won if 
the Left Platform unites with SEK and other organisations in 
the anti-capitalist coalition Antarsya to campaign against the 
deal—on the streets and in the workplaces. 
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Israel's racist society caused 
the West Bank arson murder 


by NICK CLARK 


ISRAELI settlers burned an 
18-month old Palestinian 
baby to death in an arson 
attack in the early hours of 
Friday morning last week. 

Ali Dawabshe was killed in 
his sleep after his home in the 
Palestinian village of Duma, 
in the occupied West Bank, 
was firebombed. 

Ali’s autopsy found that his 
“body was completely black- 
ened, his features had melted, 
parts of his extremities dis- 
integrated from the burns, 
while parts of the lungs and 
rib cage had melted.” 

Ali’s father Sa’ad, his 
mother Reham and his four- 
year-old brother Ahmad are 
still in intensive care with 
life-threatening burns. 

The two attackers are said 
to have fled in the direction 
of the illegal Israeli settle- 
ment Esh Kodesh, which is 
close to the village. 


Revenge 

They also spray painted the 
walls of the house with the 
words “Revenge” and “Long 
live the king messiah” along- 
side a Star of David. 

The killing followed a 
knife attack on an LGBT 
pride march in Jerusalem last 
Thursday. 

Six marchers were injured, 
including 16-year-old woman 
Shira Banki, who later died in 
hospital. 

The attacker, Yishai 
Schlissel, had been released 
from prison three weeks 
earlier after stabbing three 
people at Jerusalem Pride in 
2005. 

Israel likes to promote 
itself as an LGBT-friendly 
haven surrounded by homo- 
phobic Arab regimes. 


But both attacks show the 
bigotry and racism that lie at 
the heart of Israeli society. 

Israeli president Reuven 
Rivlin condemned the attacks 
last Saturday. 

He received a slew of 
death threats from members 
of the Israeli right. 

And photographs have 
emerged of graffiti signed by 
supporters of football team 
Jerusalem FC which hails 


A RELATIVE holds Ali Dawabshe’s photograph (above). 
Israeli prime minister Binyamin Netanyahu (left) 


Schlissel as “the man”. 
Rivlin had asked, “What 
is it about the public atmos- 
phere that allows extremism 
and extremists to walk in con- 
fidence, in broad daylight?” 
The answer lies with the 
Israeli state—and the racism 
and bigotry it uses to justify its 
repression of the Palestinians. 
Israeli prime minister 
Binyamin Netanyahu also 
condemned the firebombing. 
But he used it to attack the 
Palestinian Authority for not 
punishing Palestinians who 
resist the Israeli occupation. 
And 16-year-old Laith 
Khaldi was shot dead by Israeli 
soldiers on one of the protests 
that followed Ali’s murder. 
Netanyahu won the Israeli 
election earlier this year by 
ramping up anti-Arab racism. 


Settler attacks on 
Palestinians in the occu- 
pied West Bank and East 
Jerusalem are frequent. 

They are a direct result of 
the Israeli occupation, which 
aims to drive Palestinians off 
their land. 

Just two days before 
Ali was killed, Netanyahu 
approved the construction 
of hundreds of settlement 
houses in the West Bank and 
East Jerusalem. 

That’s why Ali’s uncle 
Nasser Dawabshe pinned the 
blame on the Israeli state. 

He said, “This is a govern- 
ment that encourages settlers 
who all the time cry ‘Death to 
the Arabs’. 

“This is why this gov- 
ernment is part of the 
incitement.” 


Greek workers resist austerity in fresh strikes 


by DAVESEWELL 


TRAIN SERVICES were 
cancelled across Greece 
on Monday of this week, 
as rail workers held a five 
hour strike. 

They are resisting rail 
bosses’ privatisation 
plans and demanding 
the rehiring of former 
colleagues. 

Media workers at 
private TV station ANT1 
struck for 48 hours 
last weekend. It’s part 
of a dispute against 
redundancies. 

Ministry of culture 
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Acropolis workers on strike 


workers at the museums 
and the Acropolis also 
struck over unpaid 
wages. 

Local government 
workers in Greece’s second 
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city Salonica, roadside 
assistance workers and 
others are also taking 
action. 

And the fight to stop 
an environmentally 


devastating gold mine 
at Skouries in Halkidiki, 
northern Greece, hasn’t 
stopped. 

Protesters blocked a 
road to the site on 
Monday morning. 

The Greek Socialist 
Workers Party said, 

“Even in the middle of a 
heatwave during August, 
the workers are militantly 
striking and coming out in 
the streets. 

“What the workers’ 
movement needs is a left 
that will organise and 
coordinate these struggles 
into mass collective 
action.” 
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Tube strike can halt the 


greedy bosses attacks 


by TOMAS TENGELY-EVANS 


A STRIKE by workers in all four 
Tube unions was set to bring 
London grinding to a halt on 
Thursday of this week. 

The planned 24-hour walkout 
by the Aslef, RMT, TSSA and Unite 
unions, set to begin on Wednesday 
evening, would be their second in a 
month. They totally shut down the 
Tube network when they last struck 
on 9 July. 

One Tube driver from south 
London told Socialist Worker, 
“Nothing moved at all. We made 
sure there was a total shutdown— 
and we'll do it again.” 

Workers got a sense of their 
power and feel they can beat the 
bosses’ attack. He said, “Everyone is 
up for the fight—the mood is totally 
solid.” 

Unfortunately Unite missed an 
opportunity to call its members on 
London buses out on the same day. 
They are in dispute over wages. 

Tube staff have already faced 
major job losses due to Tory mayor 
Boris Johnson’s ticket station 
closures. 

Now bosses’ plans for the Night 
Tube next month would see them 
forced to work a potentially unlim- 
ited number of weekend or night 
shifts. 

This assault on pay and condi- 
tions would have a major impact on 
workers’ social lives and families. 


Safety 
Workers have also raised serious 
concerns about what making driv- 
ers work such long hours would 
mean for health and safety. 

London Underground (LU) man- 
agement thought they could force 
the unions to back down, just like 
they did during the station staff dis- 
pute in 2014. 

But this walkout involves all 
grades on the Tube from drivers to 
maintenance and station staff. 

Bosses sent seven drivers home 
last week for refusing to take trains 
out on health and safety grounds. 

The Aslef and RMT unions had 
told members not to drive trains 
that weren’t “subject to safety 
checks” in the previous 24 
hours. The seven have since 
returned to work. 

Unions rejected an 
insulting last ditch offer . 
at talks at conciliation * 
service Acas last Monday. 

LU bosses offered a 
1 percent pay rise and a 
£500 one-off payment— 
down from 2 percent y 


and £2,000 in the : 
previous offer. { 

The offer ¢ 
didn’t 


asta 
address 


the new [RLRCIUEN a fis Johnson 


shift patterns, and night shift pay- 
ments are limited. 

The Tube driver said, 
“Management just tried to repack- 
age the last offer, but it’s actually 
worse. 

“They were trying to make 
us fight among ourselves. They 
wanted to break the unity between 

all four unions and break the sol- 

idarity—but everyone saw 
through what they were 
. trying to do. 
i, “We need to keep 
going after Thursday— 
we need escalation”. 
This dispute can 
win—and it’s not just 
about the Tube workers. 
It shows how to take on 
Tory austerity. 
Every trade union- 
ist and campaigner 
should bring sol- 
idarity to the 
Tube workers’ 
picket lines. 


PICKETS AT Paddington station in July’s Tube strike 


Another year of bombing 


THE RAF is to continue 
bombing Iraq for at least 
another year, defence 
secretary Michael Fallon has 
revealed. 

The eight Tornado : 
bombers used inthe § ™ 
attacks were due 
to be scrapped, but 
Fallon announced 
that they willbe kept {| 3 | 
at least until March | 
2017. 

The RAF has 
been supporting US 
bombing of Iraq since 
September last 


95 percent of raids are carried 
out by US forces. Both powers 
claim that their mission is to 
stop the spread of Isis. 

One reason for 
extending the bombing 
is that so far it has 
not pushed Isis back 
from any territory it 
has seized in Iraq. 

However, the forces 
that became Isis 

appeared out of the 
devastation of much of 
Iraq by US and British 
bombing after the 
2003 invasion 


year. of Iraq. 
More Ken 
than Olende 


Defence minister Michael Fallon 
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Did police 
cover up for 
former PM? 


A RETIRED cop has claimed 
that Wiltshire police covered 
up allegations of child abuse 
by former Tory prime minister 
Edward Heath in the 1990s. 
The Independent Police 
Complaints Commission (IPCC) 
has launched an investigation 
into the claims that “a criminal 
prosecution was not pursued 
when a person threatened to 
expose that Sir Edward Heath 
may have been involved in 
offences concerning children.” 
It will also examine whether 
Wiltshire police ever followed up 


Accused—Heath 


the allegations of child abuse 
against Heath, who died in 2005. 
London’s Metropolitan 
police are also investigating 
the allegations as part of their 
Operation Midland inquiry into 
alleged abuse and murder of 
children by senior establishment 
figures in the 1970s and 1980s. 
Heath is the latest 
establishment figure to be 
investigated as the public 
inquiry into historic institutional 
abuse begins. 
The Tories had to bring in 
a judge from New Zealand to 
chair the inquiry after the two 
previously appointees had to 
stand down. They had too many 
connections with figures from 
the period being investigated. 
Judith Orr 


a a 
IN THIS WEEK 


Nixon resigns over 
Watergate scandal 


Richard Nixon stood 
down as US president on 
8 August. 

Already under pressure 
over the war on Vietnam, 
he had been exposed 
illegally spying on rivals 
at the Watergate hotel. 
He then lied about it to 
cover his tracks. 
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ST GEORGE’S University 
Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust 
in south London is the latest to 
face a financial meltdown. 

NHS watchdog Monitor said the 
trust has a £46.2 million deficit— 
and is likely to apply for a £52 mil- 
lion bailout. 

The watchdog has also said it 
breached its “licence”, on uphold- 
ing patient care, and has threatened 
to change its management. 

Hospitals trusts are in the grip 
of a deadly financial crisis that’s 
hitting both workers and patients 
hard. 

Bosses have even shut hospital 
wards and operating theatres as the 
NHS’s staffing crisis spirals out of 
control. Poverty pay and rocketing 
workloads are pushing workers out 
of the health service. 

The huge Barts Health NHS 
Trust in east-London is already deep 
in crisis. It now has 1,200 empty 
posts—that’s one in five of its nurses 
and midwives. 

Interim chief nurse Jan Stevens 
admitted that, “It’s like a perfect 
storm”. 

East London health campaigner 
Jim Fagan spoke to Socialist Worker 
in a personal capacity. He said, “The 
staffing crisis is particularly bad in 
Barts Health because of the way 
management tried to deal with bal- 
looning private finance initiative 
(PFI) debt.” 

PFI was a scheme introduced by 
New Labour to pay for new hos- 
pitals and other public services 
through lucrative loans from pri- 
vate financers. 

No sooner was Barts Health 
formed in 2012 through a merger 
of five NHS trusts, then its bosses 
began ramming through millions in 
cuts. 

Jim said, “They tried to deal with 
the crisis by slashing workers’ pay— 
through ‘downbanding’—and cut- 
ting jobs across the hospitals.” 

Bosses have shut two operat- 
ing theatres, two catheter labs 
and 15 percent of beds in the 
St Bartholomew Hospital’s new 
Barts Health Centre. 
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Closures as 
hospital PFI 
debt crisis 
gets worse 


Major NHS trusts are failing to 
find staff or keep services running, 
reports Tomas Tengely-Evans 


Poverty pay and driving 
workloads are pushing NHS 
workers out of the service 


Hospitals have been told to rely 
less on agency staff, but training 
for new staff has been slashed 


This combines with a growing 
financial crisis driven by PFI debt 


St George’s University 
Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust 
in south London is expected to 
apply for a bailout 


Others including east London's 
Barts Health are already in crisis 


In Whipps Cross Hospital, run 
by Barts, beds on the trauma and 
orthopaedic wards were closed. The 
midwife unit has also been closed 
for 15 days since January. 

The NHS is short of “several thou- 
sand” nurses across London alone. 

This is forcing hospitals to spend 
millions on nursing agencies, which 
can’t guarantee continuity with 
patient care. Yet Tory health sec- 
retary Jeremy Hunt has ordered 
health bosses to cut their agency 
bill. 

And the Tories have slashed 
training places, meaning that last 
year 57,000 people in Britain were 
chasing just 20,000 places. 

So hospitals are now actively 
recruiting health workers from 
other European countries. Hospital 
boss Keith McNeil attacked hiring 
migrant nurses as “distracting, frus- 
trating and expensive”. 

He sees migrant workers as just 
another cost. But migrant workers 
built the NHS. 

It is PFI debt—along with ongo- 
ing cuts and privatisation—that is 
driving it into crisis. 

Jim argued, “The crisis in places 
like Barts Health will not be solved 
until the PFI debt is dropped.” 


[More online... 


+ “7 day” NHS—nurses speak out 
against Tory lies bit.ly/1IH4VNz 
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WORKERS AT St George's hospital on strike against poverty pay last year 
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Union leaders vow to take on Tories’ 
clampdown—but the question is how 


OVER 400 people gathered in 
central London last Wednesday to 
oppose the Tories’ attack on trade 
union rights. 

The Tories are trying to ram 
through their Trade Union Bill to 
stop people striking. 

But union activists at the 
meeting were defiant—and so 
were the top table. 

Unison union general secretary 
Dave Prentis said, “It’s only this 
movement that can stand up to 
them and oppose them. 

“Tf we’re united, we can stop 
this bill.” 

To rapturous applause PCS 
union general secretary Mark 
Serwotka called for mass action to 
defeat the attack. 

He said, “The best way to 
defeat the government is if we all 
strike together. 

“We need to commit ourselves 
to have tens of thousands 
picketing in solidarity when the 
Tories try to criminalise the first 
strike or bus in scabs.” 

Two debates underlined the 
meeting. 

The first was whether to focus 


on stopping the bill or preparing 
to organise after it’s gone through. 

It’s always good to be prepared, 
and court challenges may not kill 
the bill. But mass action can stop 
it—despite many union leaders’ 
pessimism. 

Unite union member Graeme 
told Socialist Worker, “I 
appreciate the rhetoric, but the 
leaders need to be prepared to go 
to the lengths that we are. 


Resist 
“There’s a real mood among the 
rank-and-file workers to resist”. 

The second argument was 
about left wing Labour leadership 
candidate Jeremy Corbyn. 

In the run-up to the general 
election, union leaders pulled 
industrial action and told 
members to wait for Labour. Now 
they hope to rehash their failed 
mantra by backing Corbyn as an 
alternative to strikes. 

People loudly cheered 
Serwotka’s call to sign up as 
“supporters” of the Labour Party. 
“Wouldn’t it be easier to oppose 
it in parliament if Jeremy Corbyn 


was Labour leader,” he said. 

But with a Tory majority it will 
take more than parliamentary 
opposition to beat the bill. And 
we can’t afford to wait five years 
to take on the Tories at the ballot 
box. 

CWU union general secretary 
Dave Ward said that he would 
be backing Corbyn—and that 
he “frankly didn’t care” who 
owned Royal Mail. Its last shares 
are to be sold off this summer, 
completing its privatisation. 

People calling for action got the 
biggest response. 

PCS union rep Candy Udwin 
has been victimised by National 
Gallery bosses (see page 3). 
Speaking from the floor, she told 
the meeting, “We’ve had a taste of 
what the laws would mean—and 
if we want to stop it we need to 
put action where words are. 

“We need to oppose and defy 
them and make sure the strikes 
that are going on now win.” 


“) More online... 


+ Is this the end of the right to 
strike? bit.ly/IDmMopH 
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Become a 
supporter 


I RECENTLY cancelled my 
Labour Party membership 
and joined the Socialist 
Workers Party (SWP). 

I could no longer belong 
to a party that voted for the 
welfare cuts—or abstained 
which is the same thing. 

Despite this I have joined 
Labour as a supporter so I 
can vote for Jeremy Corbyn 
for leader. 

I have no illusions that 
Labour would follow 
socialist policies put forward 
by a Corbyn government. 

But every socialist should 
become a “supporter”. How 
can we call ourselves 
socialists if we don’t support 
a Corbyn under attack by 
the likes of Tony Blair? 

Maybe after the contest 
Corbyn and other socialists 
will be like me and cancel 
their memberships and join 
the SWP. 

Chris Heggie 
Edinburgh 


Lacrosse 
protest 


AN ISRAELI team took part 
in the world U19 lacrosse 
championships at Peffermill 
Playing fields in Edinburgh 
during late July. 

Disgracefully they were 
allowed to play on pitches 
leased out by Edinburgh 
university. 

But over the four days 
they faced militant protests 
using blockade tactics. 

Protesters included local 
Muslims, Palestinians living 
in Edinburgh and Scottish 
National Party supporters. 

Boycotts of the 
apartheid state’s sport 
sends a strong signal that 
Israel’s actions are neither 
acceptable nor legitimate. 

Ayesha Saleem 
Edinburgh 
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Which candidate really offers 


working class women more? 


YVETTE COOPER, a candidate for 
Labour leader, has spoken out 
against what she describes as a 
“startlingly retro” leadership 
campaign. 

Cooper has rightly pointed out 
the sexism that she and Liz 
Kendall, the other female 
candidate, are experiencing. 

The right wing press have made 
much of Cooper being a “working 
mum” compared to Kendall who 
has no children. 

Some days it is difficult to tell 
which one they think will be better 
at the job, given the constant 
flip-flopping of moralism that 
surrounds motherhood. 

Cooper is hardly ever mentioned 
without reference to her husband 
Ed Balls, the former shadow 


chancellor. When she was 
interviewed on Radio 4’s Woman’s 
Hour soon after she announced 
her candidacy, it seemed that half 
the time they wanted to discuss 
what he was up to. 

We should defend Cooper and 
Kendall against the sexism they 
experience, but Cooper is wrong to 
argue that people should vote for 
her because she is a woman. 

Her inability to stand up against 
the vicious Tory welfare bill is just 
one example of how she doesn’t 
represent ordinary women. 

The Bill affects women 
disproportionately. 

Research by the Resolution 
Foundation showed that a single 
parent on a low income—the 
majority of whom are women— 


will be £1,000 a year worse off 
than before. 

Cooper says we need to break 
glass ceilings but it’s not just about 
that. Cuts affect women’s lives in a 
myriad of ways—from the slashing 
of the carer’s allowance to the 
privatisation of sexual health and 
maternity services. 

Jeremy Corbyn’s campaign has 
captured the imagination of 
women and men alike because it 
represents resistance to cuts and 
privatisation. 

If Cooper wants women to take 
her seriously as a candidate, she’ll 
have to show she wants to fight 
the austerity that affects working 
class women so sharply. 

Siobhan Brown 
East London 


The ‘treason’ of Greece’s former minister 


of Thatcher’s project 


CHANCELLOR George 
Osborne’s budget was filled 
with devastatingly cruel 
cuts. On the left we can 
understandably get caught 
up in the effect his 
inhumane attacks will have 
on social care victims. 

But the danger is that in 
focusing on the details we 
forget something crucial. 
This isn’t about efficiency— 
it’s about ideology. 

Osborne’s attacks are a 
continuation of Margaret 
Thatcher and Keith Joseph’s 


plan to take on the whole 
welfare state from the 
1980s. 

The Thatcherites 
followed the US Chicago 
School in assaulting all 
state “socialism”. 

So notice the budget’s 
attempt to outlaw all budget 
deficits. That could make it 
legally impossible to return 
in services like education or 
even the police to surplus by 
progressive taxation. 

Larry Iles 
Eastborne 


WITH THE Greek left wing 
government’s acceptance of 
an austerity deal worse than 
the one rejected in the 
recent referendum, the 
pro-austerity right is 
sharpening its claws. 

One target is the former 
finance minister, Yanis 
Varoufakis. 

There’s much he can be 
criticised for, but he is 
currently being investigated 
by the public prosecutor for 
treason. 

This charge should be 
seen for what it is—an 
attempt to criminalise 
resistance to the deal. 


Former minister Varoufakis 


Varoufakis’s “crime” is 
that he attempted to set up 
a parallel banking system in 
a bid to outwit the 
European Central Bank’s 
stranglehold on Greek 


finances. This shows there 
was an alternative to the 
deal. The government could 
have used the levers of state 
power at its disposal to 
resist. 

And, though Varoufakis 
himself would disagree, this 
also shows that any serious 
resistance to the deal must 
involve steps to break with 
the euro. 

Only that, on the basis of 
mass working class 
resistance, holds the 
prospect of an end to the 
Greek people’s suffering. 

Gareth Jenkins 
East London 


Justa q 
thought... 


Take direct 
action yourself 


CAN THE Tories end our 
right to strike (Socialist 
Worker, 25 July)? 

If we are prevented 
from using our right 
to strike—say by the 
impotence of the labour 
movement—we can 
bypass those who are not 
fighting for us and fight 
for ourselves. 

Take direct action! 

Patricia Hulme 

Manchester 


A success at 
Tolpuddle 


WE HAD alittle success 
against the Action for 
Israel stall in the main 
tent at the Tolpuddle 
Festival in Dorset last 
month. 

Not only was the stall 
allowed but positioned 
opposite the Palestinian 
rights stall. 

An impromptu 
campaign lobbied the 
organisers who suggested 
to the Zionists that it 
would be a good idea if 
they disappeared. 

Sunday came and 
went—no Zionists! 

Graham 
West London 


Party of the 
working class 


CHARLIE Kimber’s 
arguments over Jeremy 
Corbyn are ridiculous 
(Socialist Worker, 
1 August). Like it or not, 
Labour is the party of the 
working class. 

He argues that 
parliament is a waste 
of time, presumably 
he is waiting for the 
revolution. 

You'd think that with 
a genuine chance of 
getting a socialist leader, 
he would want to get 
behind Corbyn. 

Dean Madden 

on Facebook 
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Hypocrisy of 
world powers 


TURKEY gained support 
from US and Nato 
hypocrisy to attack 
the Kurdish movement 
instead of Islamic 
terrorists. 

Sardar Saleh 
on Facebook 


How broad is 
Labour Party? 


THE LABOUR Party says 
it is a broad church, 
until the left looks like 
winning. Then it looks to 
the Tories. 

Stephen Coyle 
on Facebook 
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David Cameron calls them a ‘swarm’ 
and to Sun columnists they are 
‘cockroaches’. But every migrant in 
Calais tells a human story of war and 
poverty. Dave Sewell went to listen 


UARDS WITH dogs 

search underneath 

huge queues of lorries 

in Calais for stowaway 

migrants. A boat called 

the Berlioz looms over 
with an effigy of a shipping boss 
hanging from its bridge. It’s one of 
two occupied by crews fighting for 
their jobs—the dispute that trig- 
gered the recent gridlock. 

The tension is higher still on the 
motorway up to the Eurotunnel 
entrance. Cops stand guard on 
embankments while small groups of 
refugees mill around in the bushes. 

As night draws closer more will 
make the seven mile trip from the 
“jungle”, the shanty-town on an old 
landfill site where the French state 
keeps them. 

Many, like Gazal, are from war- 
torn Darfur in Sudan. He told Socialist 
Worker, “God made the jungle for the 
animals. So this is the message from 
the French government when they 
put us in the jungle—they see us as 
animals.” 

Many male refugees make the hard 
journey alone and hope to send for 
their families later. But children do 
play in the jungle’s alleys and there 
are women too. 

Helen from Eritrea told Socialist 
Worker, “It’s so difficult here, and I 
have asthma. It’s dangerous, espe- 
cially at the tunnel. You can get 
electrocuted, or hit by a train.” 

Most nights a few hundred ref- 
ugees come to the Eurotunnel. 
The much higher numbers widely 
reported are because there are a 
number of attempts per night—usu- 
ally the same people. 

Carlos from Eritrea was separated 
from his pregnant wife there last 
week. “She got on a train and is in 
Manchester now,” he said. “I jumped 
up and grabbed onto a train, but it 
was moving and I came off.” 

He held up a bandaged hand. “We’d 
crossed the Sahara desert and the 
Mediterranean sea together,” he said. 
“Tt was a small boat with hundreds of 
people. Too many people have died 
like that. Too many children. ” 

Like many Eritreans, Carlos was 
fleeing a government with compul- 
sory national service, often for many 


I had to leave my 
children behind. | 
needed to walk over 
mountains, through 
lran where the 
police shoot to kill 
Amman 

from Afghanistan 
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years. “They were forcing me to 
become a soldier. I didn’t want to.” 

Kamil from Darfur pointed out 
that resources go into repressing 
them instead of helping them. “We 
eat one meal a day, we don’t have 
homes,” he said. “We need help. The 
weather will change—how will we 
get through the winter? 

“The police have dogs, sticks and 
pepper spray. There are people with 
broken arms and legs.” 

Solidarite Internationale (SI) is 
one of four charities that began a 
joint operation in Calais in June. It 
focuses on hygiene and sanitation. 


Buckets 

While home secretary Theresa May 
sent by Eurotunnel £7 million for 
extra fences, SI is building cubicles 
and giving out buckets to make up 
for lack of showers. And while riot 
police got 150 reinforcements last 
week, SI had one paid worker and 
two volunteers on site. 

Project manager Timothee Shuilon 
said, “This is the first time we’ve had 
to operate in France. I just came back 
from a refugee camp in Myanmar and 
the living conditions here are much 
worse.” 

The deprivation in the jungle can 
drive people to violence. Gazal was 
badly injured in a fight between refu- 
gees from Eritrea and Sudan. He said, 
“Most people come to Europe looking 
for safety, but they don’t find it here.” 

But amid the desperation people 
have organised to make the best of 
their situation and help each other. 
Big tents form community centres. A 
row of ramshackle shops, cafes and 
restaurants functions as the jun- , 
gle’s high street. 

Calais’ anti-migrant 
racists don’t represent 
everyone. “Many indi- 
viduals donate food or 
clothing, or let migrants 
charge their phones at their 
homes,” said Timothee. Horrific 
wars around the world mean 
more refugees—though only a 
few make it to Calais. 

Osama is from Darfur. “Every 
day about 100 people were 
being killed,” he said. “When a 
I arrived era my family told Migrants demand freedom on a protest this year 
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me two of my friends had been killed 
while I was travelling.” 

Britain’s government has a direct 
responsibility in many of these con- 
flicts—as Afghan refugees know. 
Fayaz Ahmad has been a refugee for 
nine years since he was 14, and has 

_ already been turned away 

' from Britain, Norway and 

Germany. 

“In Afghanistan at first I was 
happy,” he said. “I was going 
to school, I was playing cricket. 

You can’t do that now. People are 

shooting at each other, there’s cor- 
ruption everywhere. I had to leave.” 

Khan said angrily, “We’ve heard 
they want to deport us all back to 
Afghanistan. The British govern- 
ment knows what the situation is in 
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Afghanistan. It knows about all the 
Taliban and the violence—so why 
does it want to send people back?” 
Ahmad said, “I don’t understand 
why they make it so difficult. There 
are 3,000 people here. It’s not a big 
number. Germany accepted 60,000 
refugees in three months—can 
Britain really not take 3,000?” 
Afghan building worker Amman 
is trying to get to Britain for work. 
But he’s been stuck in Calais so long 
that with the help of some friends and 
relatives he is trying to build a shop. 
“We don’t want to be here,” he 
said. “I want a job, I want asylum. I 
want a life—this is no life.” 
Politicians talk as if every migrant 
makes a beeline for Britain. A minor- 
ity do—largely because more people 
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know English than other languages. 
But for many, Britain is the last 
hope after years of being shunted 
from one country to another. 
The EU’s hated Dublin rules mean 
refugees can only claim asylum in the 
first country they reach. 


RITAIN’S government 

uses this rule to send 

people back to France, 

France to send people 

back to Italy. But the 

asylum process is so 
hellish that people take the risk and 
move on anyway. 

Navid said, “They don’t give you 
anywhere to live while you wait. We 
have to live outside for six months— 
and then sometimes it can be another 
six months, and then another. I can’t 
live like this for two years! 

“If they gave us a home I would 
apply for asylum here but in Paris 
there are people sleeping rough on 
the streets. For that reason we have 
to come to Britain.” 

A surprising number of those in 
Calais have lived in Britain but been 
deported. 

Amman said, “I was in Stratford, 
and they sent me back to Afghanistan. 
But my life was still in danger there, 
so I had to leave again. And I had to 
leave my children behind. 

“T needed to walk over the moun- 
tains, through Iran where the police 
shoot to kill—how could they have 
made it?” 

The second trip can be even harder. 
Navid said, “It can cost a lot of money 
to make the journey—say £15,000. 
You have to sell your home and eve- 
rything you own. So when they deport 
you, you have nothing to go back to.” 

British politicians claim that 
making the crossing even harder will 
make people turn away. 

But Kamil said, “It’s hard now. 
But people are never going to stop— 
people are going to die.” 

Gazal said, “If they build a wall 
here it will be even more dangerous.” 

Amman agreed, “We have to keep 
trying every night, every day. Watch 
the news—every day you'll hear of 
more deaths. And the government 
doesn’t care.” 


Aid worker Timothee Shuilon 


We’re operating in 
France for the first 
time. I’m just back 
from a camp in 
Myanmar and the 
conditions here 
are much worse’ 
Timothee Shuilon 
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IMohammed Ibrahim Abd El Majed was buried in Calais on 26 July. He 
freight train while trying to join his brother in Britain’ 
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Anger, fear and resentment 
stalk the streets of Dover 


ay TOMAS TENGELY-EVANS in Kent 


QUEUES OF lorries choke the 
streets of Dover in Kent. They tail 
back from the port town, through 
Kent’s roads and onto the M20 
motorway. 

The cops’ Operation Stack has 
turned it into a giant lorry park. 
Dover resident Brenda told 
Socialist Worker, “It is affecting 
a lot of people—and they are all 

really pissed off. 

“People are going late to 
hospitals and some are missing 
appointments. Last week my 
bus was hours late coming from 
Hastings. 

“There’s no toilets and the 
truckers just piss in bottles and 
throw them by the side of the 
road.” 

Many people put the blame 
on migrants trying to come 
to Britain for the delays at 
Eurotunnel. Dover resident 
Bethan told Socialist Worker, 
“There is a mixture of feelings, 
and they’re polarised. 

“But overwhelmingly people 
feel threatened—that’s what you 
hear in the pubs. 

“I think that’s because of the 
negative media, which can lead 
people to believe that there are 
‘swarms’ or ‘floods’ of migrants 
coming.” 


Strike 


Dover suffered heavily under 
Tory prime minister Margaret 
Thatcher’s cuts in the 1980s. 

When the 1984-85 Miners’ 
Strike lost the Tories rapidly 
rammed through their planned 
pit closure programme in the 
Kent coalfield. Then they came 
for the dockers. 

Pensioner Mrs Thromble has 
lived in Dover all her life. She 
said the gridlock was affecting 
the town “but Dover’s a dump 
anyway”. 

“There’s no shops, there’s 
no nothing,” she told Socialist 
Worker. “All we’ve got are charity 
shops and phone shops. Even 
Marks and Spencer is closing 
next year.” 

Brenda said, “There were jobs 
in shops, factories, the mines 
and the boats, but now there’s 
nothing for young people. 

“If they want to work or do 
anything they have to go out of 
the town.” Mrs Thromble added, 
“My grandson is 18 years old— 
there’s nothing here for him.” 

There’s a sense of anger 
against the politicians and 
the local council. Brenda 
said, “People at the top are 
disconnected from us. 

“They just don’t care. They 
don’t come down here so how 
would they know anything about 
our problems? 

“Is David Cameron going to 
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Backed up lorries go on for miles... and cause havoc in Dover, Kent 


come? No, he’s in China.” 

But that anger is also directed 
towards migrants. “I think it’s 
the council and immigrants that 
are to blame for our problems,” 
said Brenda. 

“We used to have Scousers 
and Irish people working on the 
docks. But you don’t have that 
anymore. There’s still some work, 
but there’s more machinery and 
less jobs.” 

Bethan said, “The media and 
the government have done a 
good job to make people look at 
each other and not them. 

“There are quieter voices who 
don’t agree with the narrative.” 

Dover’s Folkestone Road, with 
its eastern European residents, 
is a major focus for people’s 
anger—but it also shows up 
contradictions. Brenda said, 
“Rich people are buying the 
properties and renting them out 
at really high prices. 

“They buy up the lot and don’t 
care what state they’re in, with 
many of them actually falling 
apart. But they just don’t care 
about the town.” 

Yet Brenda also blamed eastern 
European migrant workers 
for the problems. She said, 
“Folkestone Road used to be a 
wonderful road, with old houses 
and B&Bs and hotels for tourists. 

“Now there’s beds and 
mattresses everywhere—it’s 
because of immigrants.” 

But Bethan pointed out, “The 
local press has whipped this up. 


Folkestone Road, 
with its migrant 
residents, is a 
focus for anger but 
it also shows up 
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In the newspaper there was a 
headline that read, ‘Folkestone 
Road: A No Go Area’. But my 
friend who lives there said it was 
rubbish, that they’ve never had 
any problems. 

“They’re talking about the 
mattresses. 

“During the last six months 
there has been a massive 
increase in rough sleepers on 
Dover High Street, but if you 
erode the welfare state so much 
that is what’s going to happen.” 

Rado is a migrant worker from 
Kosice in eastern Slovakia and 
has lived in Dover for four years. 
He told Socialist Worker, “It’s not 
us who are to blame. 

“We work, we pay our taxes 
and we have the right to claim 
benefits, even though that’s 
getting harder now. 

“It’s true, some English people 
are alright. The others? Well, 
they don’t want us here. 

“No one’s said anything 
personally to me—we keep 
ourselves to ourselves—but I 
know what some of them think.” 


Emergency 

There aren’t relatively that many 
migrant workers in Dover and 
the town isn’t a major “dispersal” 
area for asylum seekers. 

But the impact of the media 
coverage is making some believe 
that Dover is under siege. Brenda 
pointed to different B&Bs and 
hotels where she said she had 
“heard” the council was housing 
migrants. 

Bethan explained that the 
council uses the County Hotel 
and others as emergency 
accommodation, but that’s not 
specifically for migrants. 

“People are angry about all 
of these things—jobs, housing, 
wages—and they are all real 
concerns,” she said. 

“When you actually talk to 
people about it, they might 
say that their biggest concern 
is immigration. But if you talk 
to them on a deeper level, 
it’s housing, it’s jobs. We can 
challenge these things.” 
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WHAT’S ON 


8 August 2015 


Email your meetings to events@socialistworker.co.uk or phone 020 7819 1170 


WHAT WE 
STAND FOR 


These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 


INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 

Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and democratically plans how they 
are used. 


REVOLUTION NOT REFORM 
The present system cannot be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say. 

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating anew society. 


THERE IS NO 

PARLIAMENTARY ROAD 

The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers. 

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
aworkers’ militia. 

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system. 


INTERNATIONALISM 

The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries. 

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements. 

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country. 

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
asimilar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference. 


THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY 
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 
Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class. 
We have to prove in practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions. 


To join us, turn to page 16 

or go to www.swp.org.uk 

or phone 020 7819 1170 for 
more information 


{ SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS 


Weekly meetings to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions. All welcome. 


ABERDEEN 

Why are there so few strikes? 
Thu 13 Aug, 7pm, 

The Snug, Ma Cameron’s, 
6-8 Little Belmont St, 
AB101JG 

BARNSLEY 

How do ideas change? 
Thu 13 Aug, 6.30pm, 
YMCA, Blucher St, 

S70 1AP 
BIRMINGHAM: CITY CENTRE 
From coal mines to call 
centres—how has the 
working class changed? 
Wed 12 Aug, 7pm, 
Birmingham LGBT Centre, 
38/40 Holloway Circus, 
B11EQ 

BRADFORD 

Greece—the battle 
against the bankers 

Wed 12 Aug, 7pm, 

Equity Centre, Perkin House, 
82 Grattan Rd, BD1 2LU 
BRIGHTON 

What do we think 

of the BBC? 

Wed 12 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 
Ship St, BN1 1AF 
BRISTOL:NORTH 

The crisis in Calais— 

why socialists oppose 
border controls 

Thu 13 Aug, 7.30pm, 

5th Floor, The Canteen, 
Hamilton House, 

80 Stokes Croft, 

BS13QY 

BRISTOL: SOUTH 

How can the 99 percent win? 
Wed 12 Aug, 7.30pm, 
YHA,14 Narrow Quay, 
BS14QA 

CAMBRIDGE 

Organising the unorganised 
Thu 13 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Shanghai Family Restaurant, 
39 Burleigh St, 

CB11DG 

CARDIFF 

75 years since his murder — 
Trotsky and Trotskyism today 
Wed 12 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Cathays Community Centre, 
Cathays Terrace, CF24 4HX 
CHESTERFIELD 

Art and revolution 

Thu 13 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library (please 
enter via Cafe Browser), 
New Beetwell St,S40 1QL 
COLCHESTER 

What do Marxists say 
about religion? 

Tue 11 Aug, 7.30pm, 

The Odd One Out, 

28 Mersea Rd, CO2 7ET 
COVENTRY 

In or out? What should 
socialists say about the 
EU referendum? 

Wed 12 Aug, 7.30pm, 

West Indian Centre, 

159 Spon St, CV1 3BB 
DERBY 

How do we fight 
Islamophobia? 

Thu 13 Aug, 7pm, 

West End Community Centre 
(next to Britannia Mill, 
Mackworth Rd, DE22 3BL 
DONCASTER 

Islamophobia and the 
politics of fear 

Wed 12 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Women’s Centre, 

21 Cleveland St, DN1 3EH 
EDINBURGH 

Marxism and the human 
genome project 

Wed 12 Aug, 7.30pm, 

The Clock Cafe, 

255 Leith Walk, EH6 8NY 
GLASGOW:SOUTH 

The red in the rainbow— 
socialists and LGBT politics 
Thu 13 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Govanhill Baths, 

99 Calder St, G42 7RA 


DUNDEE 

Wed 12 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Dundee Voluntary Action, 
10 Constitution Rd, 
DD11LL 


EXETER 

Thu 13 Aug, 7pm, 
New Horizon Cafe, 
47 Longbrook St, 
EX4 6AW 


KIRKCALDY 

Mon7 Sep, 7.30pm, 
Betty Nicol’s pub, 
297 High St, KY1 1JL 


LANCASTER 

Thu 3 Sep, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 
Meeting House Lane, 
LAL1TX 


LONDON: BRIXTON 

Wed 12 Aug, 7pm, 

Vida Walsh Centre, 

2b Saltoun Rd (near Effra Rd, 
facing Windrush Square), 
SW21EP 


HUDDERSFIELD 

Water protests, gay 
marriage, crisis in 

the Church—why is 
Ireland changing? 

Wed 12 Aug, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House, 

2 New North Parade (near 
both train and bus stations), 
HD15JP 

LEEDS: CITY CENTRE 
Venezuela after Chavez 
Thu 13 Aug, 7pm, 

The Swarthmore Education 
Centre, 2-7 Woodhouse Square, 
LS3 1AD 
LONDON:BRENT & HARROW 
Pride, politics and 
protest—a revolutionary 
guide to LGBT liberation 
Thu 13 Aug, 7.30pm, 

The Pepperpot Centre, 
laThorpe Close, 

Ladbroke Grove (close to the 
station), 

W105XL 

LONDON: CAMDEN 

Arebel’s guide to 

Eleanor Marx 

Thu 13 Aug, 7pm, 

Theatro Technis, 

26 Crowndale Rd, 
NW11TT 

LONDON: EALING 

Is Marxism still 

relevant today? 

Wed 12 Aug, 7.30pm, 

W3 Gallery, 185 High St, 
Acton W3 9DJ 

LONDON: HACKNEY 

Did the Russian revolution 
lead to Stalin? 

Thu 13 Aug, 7.30pm, 

The Round Chapel, 

2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd), E5 OPU 
LONDON:ISLINGTON 

Do we need system change 
to stop climate change? 
Thu 13 Aug, 7pm, 

The Old Fire Station, 

84 Mayton St, 

N7 6QT 

LONDON: KINGSTON 

The crisis in Calais— 

why socialists oppose 
border controls 

Wed 12 Aug, 7pm, 

Kingston Quaker Centre, 
Fairfield East, 

KT12PT 


SOCIALIST WORKER BRANCH MEETINGS 


CAN JEREMY CORBYN 
SOMA Vitel 9:\-,0) 0) 7:\ ae ae 


Jeremy Corbyn is frequenlty seen on protests, unlike his Labour leadership rivals 


MANCHESTER: 
CITY CENTRE 

Thu 13 Aug, 7pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 
6 Mount St, M25NS 


LONDON:LEWISHAM 

The history of the 

Labour Party 

Wed 12 Aug, 7.30pm, 

West Greenwich Community 
and Arts Centre, 

141 Greenwich High Rd 
(near Greenwich main line and 
DLR Station), 

SE108JA 

LONDON: NEWHAM 

Arebel’s guide to Lenin 
Wed 12 Aug, 7pm, 

Stratford Advice Arcade, 
107-109 The Grove (next to 
Morrisons car park), 
E151HP 

LONDON: SOUTHWARK 

What do we mean by class? 
Thu 13 Aug, 7pm, 

Snug Room, The Grand Union, 
26 Camberwell Grove (off 
Camberwell Church St), 
SE58RE 

LONDON: TOTTENHAM 
Alexandra Kollontai and 
ideas for women’s liberation 
Wed 12 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Kitabevi Cafe, 

410 Tottenham High Rd, 

N17 9JB 

LONDON: TOWER HAMLETS 
How Big Pharma stops 

us making progress 

Wed 12 Aug, 7pm, 

Oxford House, Derbyshire St 
(opp Bethnal Green Rd Tesco), 
E26HG 


NEWCASTLE 
Thu 13 Aug, 7pm, 
Broadacre House, 
Market St, 
NE16HQ 


LONDON:WALTHAM FOREST 
State and revolution 

Wed 12 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Quaker Meeting House, 

la Jewel Rd, E17 4QU 
MANCHESTER: CHORLTON 
The Tories attack trade 
union rights— how 

do we fight back? 

Wed 19 Aug, 7pm, 

Chorlton Library (side door), 
Manchester Rd, M219PN 
MANCHESTER:LONGSIGHT 
AND LEVENSHULME 

The working class in 

the 21st century 

Wed 12 Aug, 7.30pm, 

Food Factory, 

884 Stockport Rd, M19 3BN 
MEDWAY 

Why are there so few 
strikes in Britain? 

Thu 13 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Conference room, Nucleus Arts 
Centre, 272 High St, Chatham, 
ME44BP 

NORWICH 

Do we need system change 
to stop climate change? 
Thu 13 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre, 

Johnson Place, NR2 2SA 
NOTTINGHAM 

Who are Isis? 

Wed 12 Aug, 7.30pm, 
International Community 
Centre, 

61b Mansfield Rd, NG1 3FN 


PLYMOUTH 
Thu 13 Aug, 7pm, 
Quaker House, 
74 Mutley Plain, 
PL46LF 


OXFORD 

How do we stop the 

Tories destroying the 
welfare state? 

Wed 12 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Restore, Manzil Way (off 
Cowley Rd),OX41YH 
PORTSMOUTH 

Marxism and terrorism 
Wed 12 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown Central, 

Rivers St, PO5 4EY 
ROTHERHAM 

In or out? What should 
socialists say about the 

EU referendum? 

Wed 9 Sep, 7pm, 

Talbot Lane Methodist Church 
Centre, Moorgate St, S60 2EY 
SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE 
Why we celebrate the 
Russian Revolution 

Thu 13 Aug, 7.30pm, 

Central United Reformed 
Church, 60 Norfolk St (near 
the Crucible theatre), S12JB 
WIGAN 

Human nature —are we 
too selfish for socialism? 
Wed 12 Aug, 7pm, 

Little Fifteen pub, 

17-19 Wallgate, WN11LD 
WOLVERHAMPTON 

AND WALSALL 
1919—Britain on the 

brink of revolution 

Wed 12 Aug, 7.30pm, 

Grain Store, King St, WV1 1ST 


YORK 
Terrorism—what do 
socialists say? 

Wed 12 Aug, 7.30pm, 
Sea Horse Hotel, 

4 Fawcett St, Y010 4AH 
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DORCHESTER 

The EU—yes or no? 

Debate with Alan Thornett 
(Socialist Resistance) and 
Richard Bradbury (SWP) 
Sat 5 Sep, 1.30pm, 

Colliton Club (opposite County 
Hall), Colliton Park, DT1 1XJ. 
Organised by Dorset Socialists 
LLANELLI 

The Llanelli Railway Strike 
and uprising 1911—a week of 
protest against austerity 

191 1llanellirailwaystrike. 
org.uk 

Poems and Music 

of Resistance 

Wed 12 Aug, 7.30pm until late, 
The Queen Victoria Club, 

4 Queen Victoria Rd, 
SA152TL 

1911 and 2015— 

fighting austerity 

With speakers from Labour, 
Plaid Cymru, RMT, CP and 
SWP 

Thu 13 Aug, 5pm, 

Llanelli Rural Council Offices, 
Vauxhall, Llanelli, SA15 3BD 
March against austerity 

Sat 15 Aug, 11.30am, 
Assemble Llanelli Railway 
Station, SA15 2RN 

Rally in the town centre 
LONDON 

Marikana day of solidarity 
action 

Friday 14 Aug, 

Picket Investec London office, 
1pm to 2pm, 2 Gresham St 
EC2V 7QP (St Paul’s Tube). 
Deliver letter of protest, 3pm, 
South Africa House, Trafalgar 
Square, WC2N 5DP. 

Miners Shot Down film 
showing and discussion with 
Rehad Desai (director) and 
James Nichol (families’ lawyer 
to Farlam Commission). 7pm, 
Diskus Room, Unite House, 
128 Theobald’s Rd, Holborn, 
WC1X8TN. 

Organised by War on Want 
bit.ly/LOSQO8L 

Third anniversary 
demonstration against the 
brutal Marikana Massacre 
Sun 16 Aug, 3pm to 5pm, 
South Africa House, 

Trafalgar Square, 

WC2N 5DP 


BOOKMARKS thesocialist bookshop 


1 Bloomsbury Street, London WC1B 3QE @ 020 7637 1848 @ bookmarksbookshop.co.uk 


REVIEWS & CULTURE 
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Ripper museum Is profiting 
from the blood of women 


A new museum was meant to celebrate working class womens’ resistance. 
Instead it has glorified their murders, writer Louise Raw tells Judith Orr 


A MUSEUM devoted to the history 
of working class women’s struggles 
in the East End of London sounds 
like a great idea. 

Certainly Tower Hamlets council 
in east London thought so when they 
approved the planning application. 

The application included photos 
of Matchwomen strikers and suffra- 
gettes and described how it would 
celebrate “how women’s industrial 
action led to better working condi- 
tions for all”. 

The museum is set to open this 
week—but it’s no longer devoted to 
women’s resistance. 

Instead the US former head of 
diversity and inclusion for Google, 
Mark Palmer-Edgecumbe, has cre- 
ated a museum of Jack the Ripper. 

Jack the Ripper became the media’s 
name for the person assumed to be 
responsible for the multiple murders 
of women, many working as prosti- 
tutes, in London the late 1880s. 


Obscenity 
Louise Raw, author of Striking a 
Light, which tells the story of the 
Matchwomen’s strike, told Socialist 
Worker the museum was “an abso- 
lute obscenity”. 

She said the museum owners were 
“profiting from the blood of women”. 

Protesters are calling for the coun- 
cil to shut it down. 

Palmer-Edgecumbe claims he 
changed his mind because the new 
subject was “more interesting”. 

But the website admits he has wanted 
to create such a project since 2008. 

He claims his museum “in no 
way glorifies or glamorises Jack the 
Ripper”. 

Yet as Louise points out the muse- 
um’s logo is the figure of the mur- 
derer in a top hat “in silhouette, look- 
ing sexy, glamorous and mysterious.” 


eT 


THE JACK the Ripper museum in east London 


If you’d like to be involved in 
creating a genuine museum of 
women’s struggles go to 


eastendwomensmuseum.weebly.com 


The women’s only representation 
in it is the trail of blood at his feet. 
The portrayal of poor women as 
murder victims of a notorious serial 
killer was clearly deemed to be a 
more profitable commodity than 


celebrating women as class fighters. 

Louise points to the Victorian 
establishment’s “obsession with the 
sexuality of working class women”. 
Women working as prostitutes were 
demonised. 

The museum wants to cash in on 
the continued myth-making about 
the identity of a murderer under the 
facade of looking at the lives of the 
victims. 


Remember 
Yet in this tale the women are merely 
autopsy reports. 

As Louise said, we have to remem- 
ber the women who were murdered 
were “real people”. 

“They were mothers and grand- 
mothers, their descendants could be 
living in east London today.” 

Palmer-Edgecumbe’s promises 
to give some proceeds to charities 
such as Eaves which support women 
who have suffered domestic violence 
and sexual exploitation have been 
dismissed. 

Louise describes them as purely 
“cynical” and Eaves denied they have 
ever been contacted. 

“He is using the Eaves 
charity as a human shield for the 
commercialisation of torture, 
mutilation and the murder of 
women.” 

The anger the scandal has 
provoked has led to talk of trying to 
establish a museum that is genuinely 
about working class women and their 
struggles. 

As Louise said, “Maybe something 
good will come out of this”. 


Striking a Light: The Bryant and May 
Matchwomen and their place in history 
by Louise Raw is available at 
Bookmarks, 

£17.99. 

bookmarksbookshop.co.uk 


Photographs that captured slum clearance upheaval 


EXHIBITION 


SHIRLEY BAKER— 

WOMEN, CHILDREN AND 
LOITERING MEN 

The Photographers’ Gallery, 
London WI1F 7LW. 

Adults £2.50 or 

£2 concessions 

Until 20 September 
thephotographersgallery.org.uk 


THIS IS a rare chance 
to see the work of street 
photographer Shirley 
Baker. 

Baker focused on 
producing social 


documentary photographs, 
which captured working 
class communities in the 
north of England. 

This exhibition brings 
together a collection of 
her work documenting 
the slum clearance 
programmes of inner city 
Manchester and Salford 
between 1961 and 1981. 

Baker was from a 
middle class background, 
without any experience of 
working class life. 

Yet her work is not 
patronising and doesn’t 
romantacise its subjects. 


Baker saw the slum 
clearances as the 
destruction of those 
communities. 

Many of the 
photographs focus 
on children and their 
resilience. They’re shown 
turning the rubble into a 
makeshift playground. 

Baker explained 
that she “Wanted to do 
something. But what could 
I do? I decided I would 
go out on the streets 
capturing this upheaval, 
photographing people I 
came across”. 


Manchester, 1964 by Shirley Baker 


EXHIBITION 


FACING HISTORY— 
CONTEMPORARY 
PORTRAITURE 

Victoria and Albert Museum, 
London SW7 2RL. 

Free entry 

vam.ac.uk 


THIS EXHIBITION features 
a variety of portraits by 
contemporary artists and 
photographers. 

They include Julian Opie 
and Grayson Perry. 

It looks at how modern 
artists used old forms of 
portraiture—from silhouettes 
to death masks—to inform 
their art. 

You can see the influence 
of earlier artists, such as Frida 
Kahlo. 

US artist Brian Cohen 
has used charcoal to create 
an eerie image of actor 
Bryan Cranston, who played 
Walter White in the TV series 


Man With Eyes Closed (2014) 


Breaking Bad (see above). 

The image is meant to 
resemble the style of a death 
mask, with closed eyes and a 
shaved head. 

Many of the artists have 
also adapted contemporary 
items, such as ID cards and 
election posters. 


TOP 5 BOOKS 


Bestsellers at Bookmarks, 
the socialist Bookshop 


Fighting on All Fronts— 
Popular Resistance in 


the Second World War 
Edited by Donny Gluckstein 


Them and Us— 
Fighting the class war 
1910-1939 


John Newsinger 


Phone 020 7637 1848 
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk 
Why not visit the shop 

at 1 Bloomsbury Street, 
London WC1B 3QE 
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HANNEL 4’s 

Paul Mason 

is one of the 

few corporate 

journalists 

reporting from 
Greece who sounds like 
he’s on the side of its ordi- 
nary people. 

His new book 
PostCapitalism explains his 
alternative. It’s Mason’s ver- 
sion of the search for a new 
force for change to replace 
a supposedly defeated work- 
ing class. 

It argues, “The main fault- 
line in the modern world is 
between networks and hier- 
archies”—not workers and 
bosses. 

Mason believes theorists 
who declared the working 
class obsolete in the 1970s 
and 80s—such as Antonio 
Negri, Michael Hardt and 
Andre Gorz—were ahead of 
their time. 

But now “capitalism has 
mustered a new social force 
that will be its gravedig- 
ger”. These are “networked 
individuals”. 

Mason urges the “youth 
of tomorrow” not to repeat 
the “failed experiment” of 
revolution. 

Instead, “The most coura- 
geous thing an adaptive left 
could do is abandon that con- 
viction. It is entirely possible to 
build the elements of the new 
society within the old.” 

Mason buys into the bosses’ 
hype about a new internet- 
driven “knowledge economy” 
(see right). 

However, much of the book 
is a polemic against 19th cen- 
tury communist Karl Marx, who 
argued that only a workers’ 
revolution could free humanity 
from capitalism. 

Mason argues that working 
class cultures, traditions and 
communities were the foun- 
dation for class identity and 
solidarity. 

But apparently Margaret 
Thatcher, neoliberalism, sexual 
liberation and social media 
threw it all up in the air. 

Yet social change was a fea- 
ture of capitalism long before 
the pit villages lost their brass 
bands. 


Antiquated 

Marx and his co-writer 
Frederick Engels wrote in the 
Communist Manifesto, “All 
fixed, fast-frozen relations ... 
are swept away, all new-formed 
ones become antiquated before 
they can ossify. 

“All that is solid melts into 
air, all that is holy is profaned, 
and man is at last compelled to 
face with sober senses his real 
conditions of life, and his rela- 
tions with his kind.” 

These changes don’t get rid 
of class relationships. 

In his discussion of crisis 
theory, Mason lumps together 
the Bolsheviks, who led the 
Russian Revolution of 1917, 
with the Stalinist counter-rev- 
olution that slaughtered them. 

He says the Bolsheviks 
insisted that the crisis they 


AN ANTI-AUSTERITY protes 


+ in Greece—but can workers really change the world? 


NATURAL 
DEATH OF 
CAPITAL? 


Journalist Paul Mason claims that a “post-capitalist” world 
can emerge without the need for a workers’ revolution— 
but his arguments don’t stack up, argues Dave Sewell 


Paul Mason in Greece 


lived through would destroy 
capitalism. 

In the unprecedented horror 
of the First World War social- 
ists had good reason to think 
the system might be in its death 
throes. 

But Bolshevik leader Lenin 
explicitly warned, “There is 
no such thing as an absolutely 
hopeless situation” for the 
capitalists. 

Mason is one of the last 
fans of Nikolai Kondratieff—a 
Menshevik minister in the 


For Mason the 
key divide is 
between 
networks and 
hierarchies 


government the Bolsheviks 
overthrew—and his theory of 
long cycles. Kondratieff used 
arbitrary statistics to force 
the history of capitalism into 
“waves” of 25 good years fol- 
lowed by 25 bad ones. 

Mason rejects Kondratieff’s 
explanation for what drives 
these waves, claiming that any 
complex system forms itself into 
a wave pattern. 

And while Kondratieff aimed 
to show capitalism was stable in 
the long run, Mason thinks the 


waves spontaneously decay into 
“regime change”. 

Both take history out of 
human hands to fix it into a 
rigid pattern of dodgy maths. 

And this determinism sees 
Mason let our rulers off the 
hook for the oppression and 
division they sow. 

The rise of the racist right is 
just a sign that “the populations 
of the developed world will not 
accept” refugees. 

But women’s liberation— 
that is, “the one-time and irre- 
versible cancellation of male 
biological power”—is now 
almost complete. 

This will be news to many 
women in our sexist society. 

Mason accuses revolutionar- 
ies of wanting to use the state 
to impose socialism from above, 


| while he lets “post-capitalism” 


flourish from below. 
He says this is already taking 


| shape, from online peer-to-peer 


networks and “grassroots” food 
banks to traditional coopera- 
tives and credit unions. 

But these keep being crushed 
or co-opted. So “we have to pro- 
mote them with regulation just 
as vigorous as that which capi- 
talism used to drive the peas- 
ants off the land”. 


Fluffy 


Coercive state power is to be 
the midwife of Mason’s fluffy 
new world. Profit won’t disap- 
pear either—and with the right 
laws, “large corporations could 
also be very useful for driving 
change”. 

Mason’s faith in gradual 
change rests on his claim that 
“every innovation takes us 
closer to the world of zero nec- 
essary work”. 

He argues that Marx said 
something very similar in a 
“Fragment on Machines” in his 
notebook the Grundrisse. 

It describes a future where 
a system of machines runs pro- 
duction almost autonomously, 
and “the workers themselves 
are cast merely as its conscious 
linkages.” 

Mason follows Hardt and 
Negri in saying this contradicts 
Marx’s other works. 

For him it shows that capital- 
ism’s end could come through 
technology, not workers. This 
misses the point. 

The machine comes to rule 
over the living workers. 

But it “can be effective only 
with masses of workers” and 
even “forces the worker to work 
longer than the savage does, or 
than he himself did with the 
simplest, crudest tools.” 

Marx wrote that capitalism 
“replaces labour by machines, 
but it throws one section of the 
workers back to a barbarous 
type of labour, and it turns the 
other section into a machine. 

“It produces intelligence— 
but for the worker, stupidity, 
cretinism.” 

Capitalist production brings 
about the means to create a 
society of freedom and plenty— 
then stifles that potential. 

A “post-capitalist” society can 
only emerge over capitalism’s 
dead body. 
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Is information technology turning capitalism into something new? 


Do high-tech industries mean 
bosses don’t need workers? 


AUL Mason’s 

enthusiasm about 

high-tech work 

sounds like he’s just 
seen an advert for a job at 
Google. 

“The atmosphere in the 
modern video game design 
workshop shows that play 
and work can alternate quite 
freely and produce results,” 
he trills. 

Laptops, tablets and 
smartphones are supposedly 
eroding the line between 
work and leisure. 

But reading work emails 
at home is about as exciting 
for 21st century workers as 
doing “piece work” in the 
cottage was for 19th century 
ones. 

The more serious 
argument is that the 
economy is increasingly built 
on abundant information 
while capitalism needs 
scarce commodities. 

So for Mason the internet 
is incompatible with 
capitalism and is already 
forcing a transition to 
something new. 

For example, the rise 
of monopolies such as 
Facebook and Google 
supposedly shows that 
markets don’t work on the 
internet. 

But capitalist competition 
always tends towards 
monopolies as stronger firms 
swallow up weaker ones. 


Mason argues that the 
value of social media 
firms doesn’t come from 
what their workers 
produce, but from the 
participation of their users. 

More fundamentally, 
software that can be freely 
copied is becoming more 
central to production 
than machines that need 
maintaining and replacing. 

This should bring 
production close to “zero 
marginal cost”—with little to 
spend on labour or capital. 

But software only 
works on hardware built 
in factories. And it needs 
electricity from a power 
station, workers to utilise it 
and IT staff to support it. 

In a world of free 
information, Mason thinks 
capitalists won’t be able 
to find or create the new 
markets they’ll need to 
recover from crisis. 

But capitalists seem 
oblivious to this as they eye 
up the possibilities. 

Advances in genetics 
could turn life-forms into 
commodities. Nestle chair 
Peter Brabeck-Letmathe 
wants to privatise water. 

It’s right that there are 
important things capitalism 
doesn’t value, and this 
makes it incompatible with 
our needs. But that’s always 
been the problem. 

It’s not the solution. 


Does reading 
work emails at 
home blur the 
line between 
work and leisure 
(top)? Privatising 
water (above) 
could provide new 
markets for the 
bosses 


READ MORE 


@Economic and 


Philosophic Manuscripts of Karl Marx 
of 1844 by Alex Callinicos 
by Karl Marx AEE) 


Online at Marxists Internet 
Archive 
bit.ly/lvRAO1f 


Phone 020 7637 1848 
@PostCapitalism—a guide | or goto 
to our future bookmarksbookshop. 
by Paul Mason co.uk 


£11.89 


@The Revolutionary Ideas 


Available at Boomarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 


ANALYSIS 


Bomb took capitalist logic 
to Its obscene conclusion 


The US dropped a 
nuclear bomb on the 
city of Hiroshima 60 
years ago. But there 
was no need, argues 
Simon Basketter 


ON THE morning of 6 August 
1945 an atomic bomb was 
dropped on the Japanese city 
of Hiroshima. 

US chief of staff Admiral 
Leah felt “we had adopted an 
ethical standard common to 
that of the barbarians of the 
Dark Age”. But no medieval 
despot could have inflicted 
the carnage that followed. 

Within seconds, 60 percent 
of the city was wiped off the 
face of the earth. The death 
toll reached 140,000—in a 
town of 350,000. 

Three days later another 
bomb was dropped on 
Nagasaki, killing half its 
population. 

The nuclear attacks were, 
and are, justified as the only 
credible military option. But 
Japan was in no position to 
continue the war. Even before 
the attack Japan’s rulers were 
prepared to surrender. 

Winston Churchill wrote, 
“Tt would be a mistake to 
suppose that the fate of Japan 
was settled by the atomic 
bomb. Her defeat was certain 
before the first bomb fell.” 

But the bomb did mean 
that the US and Britain did 
not need Russian troops to 
defeat Japan. 

This was not about 
deterrence nor was it 
a plaything of crazed 
warmongers. It was a tool 
in the battle for strategic 
control. 

US president Harry Truman 
admitted as much saying, 
“The bomb might well put us 
in a position to dictate the 
terms of the end of war.” 

The US’s Target 
Committee, which decided 
where to drop the bombs, 
wrote that Hiroshima was 
about “making the initial 
use sufficiently spectacular 
for the importance of the 
weapon to be internationally 
recognised”. 

The US ruling class wanted 
to use its weapons to stamp 
its authority on the world. 

People occasionally credit 


THE BLAST wiped out 60 percent of the city 


BACK STORY 


The US nuclear attack on 
Hiroshima on 6 August 
1945 killed 140,000 people 


@lt wasn’t about winning 
the war—as Western leaders 
at the time admitted 


@lt was the beginning of US 
military competition with 
Russia for influence. Their 
arms race would shape the 
world economy for decades 


@Today six other countries 
have nuclear weapons up 
to 40 times more powerful 
than that used in Hiroshima 


the bomb with keeping the 
peace. It did no such thing. In 
the 70 years since Hiroshima 
bloody wars poisoned the 
globe. 

Successive wars raised the 
spectre of nuclear attacks. 
For nearly 50 years the two 
highly armed superpowers 
vied to match each other’s 
deadly power. 

Nuclear weapons are 
the obscene but logical 
conclusion of a system based 
on economic, political and 
military competition. In the 


There are more 
nukes today 
than there were 
at the height of 
the Cold War 


same way that companies 
compete to make products, 
imperialist states compete 

to show their dominance by 
accumulating more weapons. 

The clearest example 
of this was the arms race 
between the US and Russia 
during the Cold War. It 
shaped the priorities of the 
whole capitalist system. 

A huge amount of the 
world’s resources were 
pumped into weapons of mass 
destruction. 

Now the world is littered 
with enough of them to 
destroy it many times over. 

There are more nuclear 
weapons today than there 
were at the height of the Cold 
War. Many are 40 times more 
powerful than the devices 
that devastated Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki in 1945. 

China, France, India, Israel, 
Pakistan and Britain also have 
nuclear weapons. This means 
regional conflicts can lead to 
nuclear devastation. 

Iran and the US did a deal 
on nuclear proliferation last 
month. 

Like all such previous deals 
it was about a power play 
of position and nothing to 
do with making the planet 
a safer place. It will allow 
the development of nuclear 
weapons to continue. 

And the use of so-called 
dirty nuclear bombs came 
not from terrorists but by the 
US repeatedly using depleted 
uranium on Iraq. 

Nuclear weapons are still a 
way for the rulers of powerful 
nations to continue their 
dominance. We should get rid 
of them—and the system that 
spawned them. 
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HILLSBOROUGH INQUESTS 


Cop on pitch was ‘unhelpful’ 


by SADIE ROBINSON 


THE HUSBAND of a victim of the 
Hillsborough disaster has told 
an inquest into her death that 
police blocked him from search- 
ing for her. 

Some 96 Liverpool football 
fans died as a result of a crush at 
Sheffield’s Hillsborough stadium in 
1989. 

Stephen Jones was in pen 3 
with his wife Christine. He said he 
became separated from her and 
later asked a police officer where 
casualties had been taken to. 

He said the officer was “unhelpful 
and obstructive”. Stephen told the 
inquests, “He said, ‘Wherever they 
have taken them, they don't want 
the likes of you there, do they?’.” 

Stephanie Conning gave evi- 
dence about her brother Richard 
Jones, known as Rick, and his girl- 
friend Tracey Cox. 

The three were caught in a crush 
outside the Leppings Lane turnstiles 
and entered the ground through 
gate C after police opened it. 

Rick and Tracey both died as a 
result of the disaster. 


Stephanie told the court, “Some- 
thing that I have found very diffi- 
cult over the 26 years, that's been 
almost as bad as the bereavement, is 
about the people that went through 
gate C. 

“We have often been blamed 
for causing the deaths. We had no 
choice but to go through gate C. We 
were being crushed outside.” 

The gate led to a concourse, from 
where many fans headed down a 
tunnel leading to terrace enclo- 
sures. 

More than 2,000 Liverpool fans 
went through the gate in about five 
minutes, the inquests have heard. 

Rick, Tracey and Stephanie went 
through the exit gate at 2.53pm, the 
jury heard. 

By 2.56pm they were seen on 
footage among the crowd in pen 3. 

After two surges of the crowd she 
became separated from her brother 
and Tracey. She never saw them 
alive again. 

Fan John Walsh helped to carry 
Rick on a hoarding. 

He told the court, “Somebody did 
actually feel a pulse.” 

When asked how confident he 
was that this related to Rick, given 


the number of people he helped on 
the day, John replied, "Very confi- 
dent.” 

Former police officer Paul Brom- 
ley helped carry a fan thought to be 
Rick on a hoarding and said he saw 
no signs of life. 

Bromley said the gymnasium was 
“chaos” with a “pile of casualties”. 

Brian Matthews, who died as a 
result of the disaster aged 38, was 
shown in the pen at 3.02pm. His 
wife Margaret said he looked alive 
in the photograph. 

“He looks as though he’s suffer- 
ing some kind of pain,” she said. 

Peter Harrison was 15 when 
he died as a result of the disaster. 
Footage showed him on the pitch 
at 3.27pm with police officers step- 
ping over him. 

Former detective inspector John 
Charles gave evidence. 

The court heard that he helped 
carry Peter to the gym on a hoard- 
ing. He said he didn’t check for signs 
of life. “I assumed that had already 
been done,” Charles told the court. 
He added, “I thought he was recov- _[f 
erable”. ais, 

The inquests will resume on 
1 September. 
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Migrants and minorities 
aren't ‘milking’ benefits 


The right wing press love to scapegoat migrants for claiming benefits. But as 
Ken Olende explains, benefit cuts hit black and ethnic minority people hard 


LO PEOPLE FROM ethic minorities 
Va are actually disproportionately 
affected by the attacks in George 
Osborne’s July budget, according to 
a new report from the Runnymede 
Trust. 

Most of what it says applies to 
austerity in general. It points out 
that people from ethnic minorities 
and the poorest groups among these 
suffer more. 

“British Bangladeshi and Pakistani 
households are particularly affected, 
with up to half of Bangladeshi house- 
holds out by £1,000 or more,” it 
states. 

It concludes that, “Cuts to, or 
freezes in, the value of tax credits 
will therefore increase racial ine- 
qualities because they disproportion- 
ately affect BME (black and minor- 
ity ethnic) families who are already 
more likely to be living in poverty.” 


Crowing 

Despite this, the Daily Express ran 
a front page headline last week, 
crowing, “Migrants Milking Britain’s 
Benefits”—based on another report 
by anti-migrant group Migration 
Watch. 

The Sun headlined a story, “For 
every hard working foreigner there 
are two claiming benefits, says 
report”. 

Four days later The Sun printed 
a tiny apology saying, “Migration 
Watch actually said that while about 
70 percent of migrants are in work, 
those with stronger economic char- 
acteristics outnumber those with 
weaker ones two to one.” 

Still confused? This is because the 
Migration Watch report had tried to 
find a way to suggest that migrants 
claim a disproportionate amount of 


benefits. It is trying to undermine sta- 
tistics which show that migrants claim 
less in benefits than they contribute. 

So it divided the migrant popula- 
tion up into smaller and smaller cat- 
egories until it found some that claim 
more than the average for British- 
born workers. 

The right wing tabloids took the 
report at face value, which is what 
got them in trouble. 

The Migration Watch report 
attacks those it calls “not strong eco- 
nomic performers”. 

But even here the worst it can come 
up with is that African immigrants 
“have overall employment rates and 
wages on a par with the UK-born, but 
much higher rates of benefit claim”. 

It grudgingly concedes that a 
“greater prevalence of tax credits 
claims among migrants... is likely 
to derive from lower incomes rather 
than a higher proportion with chil- 
dren.” So the problem is low pay. 

Socialist Worker believes that 
every worker from whatever back- 
ground has the right to claim benefits. 

But propaganda from the press and 
the rich has been relentless. 

They suggest that in some way 
migrant and ethnic minority popula- 
tions are benefiting at the expense of 
British born people. 

These myths need to be challenged, 
not because poor white people aren’t 
suffering under the Tory cuts—they 
are—but because the way to stop this 
is to fight austerity in general. 

And that can only be done by 
rejecting all scapegoating. 


On other pages... 
Ly The truth about Calais 
>>Pages 10&11 


Anti-racist NGOs cut back 


LO LOCAL organisations 
Vad supporting Black 
and Minority Ethnic 
(BME) people have been 
particularly hit by the 
cuts. 
Some 15,000 such 
groups exist in Britain. 
Since the beginning 
of the recession 
state funding for 
voluntary sector 
organisations has reduced 
by about 5 percent. 
But the figure for organisations 
aimed at ethnic minorities is 
far higher, up to 28 percent 
according to a report by BME 
advocacy group Voice4Change. 
The Council of Ethnic Minority 
Voluntary Sector Organisations 


Kunle Olulode 
of Voice4Change 


(CEMVO) said that such 
| groups’ total income has 
| dropped by 61 percent. 

| Many anti-racist 
activists have looked 

to such NGOs to fund 
projects to oppose 
racism and its effects 
since the 1980s. 

Today these 
organisations are 
among those hit 

hardest by the cuts. 

The Voice4Change website 
reports, “Back in 2010, a report 
by CEMVO found that 45 percent 
of 173 BME organisations 
surveyed have suffered cuts 
by local authority and other 
funders. Since then, many more 
organisations have been affected.” 
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THE DAILY Express reckons migrants are doing alright 


‘Youth fall by the wayside’ 


DEAN RYAN works with young 
people in north London and is a 
Unison union steward. 

Speaking in a personal 
capacity he told Socialist Worker, 
“There are two reasons why 
ethnic minorities are more 
affected by the cuts. 

“First because they tend to be 
poorer and second because they 
face racism.” 

Yet the services that might 
help people cope with these 
difficulties are under attack. 

Dean said, “The young people 
I work with are affected by 
cuts partly because of benefit 
changes, but also funding for 
schools. 


“A lot of schools have real 


problems and are not giving the 


right careers advice. 

‘A lot of young people are 
falling by the wayside. 

“Now because of that, the 
government is putting money 
into what it calls ‘vulnerable 


cohorts’ and people with special 


educational needs. 
“That can help people, but 


it 


would have been better not to 
create the problem in the first 


place. 

“The government needs to 
give local authorities enough 
funding to provide a service. 

“We will have to fight to ge 
that.” 


t 


Hit hardest by 
unemployment 


»\ LONG term 
Li unemployment for 
16-24 year olds from 
ethnic minorities has 
risen by 49 percent 
since 2010. 

That’s according to 
official government 
figures. 

At the same time, 
the figure for young 
white people fell by 
two percent. And the 
overall figure fell by 
one percent. 

This suggests that 
there is continuing 
discrimination against 
black and Asian people 
in the workplace. 


Discrimination 
in workplaces 


THE Runnymede 
Trust report 
acknowledges their 
“analysis does not 
address the issue 
of discrimination in 
the labour market, 
which remains widely 
documented in 
21st century Britain. 
“Discrimination is 
one of the main reasons 
why people don’t 
get hired, promoted 
or retained, and so 
explains the BME [Black 
and Minority Ethnic] 
pay gap for similarly- 
qualified workers, 
under-employment, self- 
employment and 
unemployment 
data for BME at 


Read the full 
reports online 


ie, FOR the 
Runnymede trust 
report, The 2015 
Budget—effects on Black 
and minority ethnic 
people, see: 
@bit.ly/1fDExst 


For the Voice4Change 
report, Bridging the 
gap in funding for the 
BAME voluntary and 
community sector, see: 
@bit.ly/11I092cD 
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REPORTS 


IN BRIEF 


Renewing a work to 
rule at Sellafield 


OVER 1,200 construction 
workers involved in 
decommissioning and renewal 
at the Sellafield nuclear plant 
in Cumbria began a work to 
rule and an overtime ban on 
Friday of last week. 

The workers demand a 
full-time union convenor 
position—in particular to 
address health and safety 
concerns. 

They are members of the 
Unite union employed by 
15 different sub-contractors. 


New action due at 
First Great Western 


THE RMT union has 
announced a fresh walkouts 
of its members working for 
the First Great Western train 
operating company. 

Workers including drivers 
and guards are set to strike 
for 24 hours on 23 August 
and 72 hours from 29 August. 
Maintenance workers are 
also set to walkout out on 23 
August and 29 August. 

Rail bosses are bringing in 
new Hitachi intercity rolling 
stock when South Wales main 
line is electrified. The first 
trains are due to run on the 
line from 2017. 

The union has said bosses 
have given no assurances on 
jobs, service and safety on 
the new trains. 

Workers struck earlier this 
month for 48 hours. 


Barristers won’t 
return to work 


THE BARRISTERS’ Criminal 
Bar Association (CBA) agreed 
last Monday to continue 
their action opposing legal 
aid cuts. They are not doing 
“returns” when they cover for 
colleagues. 

The CBA agreed to review 
the action again on Monday 
of this week. 


TUSC to stand 
Haringey candidate 


MEMBERS OF the The 
Trade Unionist and Socialist 
Coalition (TUSC) have 
announced plans to stand 
in council by elections in 
Haringey, north London. 
TUSC has said it will 
definitely stand a candidate in 
Haringey Council’s Noel Park 
ward, and may also stand in 
Woodside. 


March for justice 
for Mark Duggan 


THE JUSTICE for Mark 
Duggan campaign was set to 
hold a vigil outside Tottenham 
police station in north London 
on Tuesday of this week. 
This is the anniversary of 
the day in 2011 when police 
gunned Mark down. 
Here the family will demand 
for a public inquiry into the 
role of Operation Trident. 
They will join with other 
campaigners in launching 
National Injustice Day 
@justice4mark.com 
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ty homelessness caseworkers in the Unison union return to work 
Picture: JosH BRown 


Museum workers hit 
back at pay attacks 


by NEIL HARRISON, PCS 
Amgueddfa Cymru-National 
Museum Wales Branch Chair (pc) 
SS te 


OVER 120 strikers and 
supporters attended a rally 
outside Amgueddfa Cymru- 
National Museum Wales on 
Saturday in protest against 
museum bosses plans to 
scrap weekend allowances 
for the lowest paid staff. 

The one day strike among 
PCS members followed an 
80 percent vote in favour of 
industrial action. 

It closed most national 
museums throughout 
Wales—from the National 
Slate Museum in Llanberis 
to the Waterfront Museum 
in Swansea and the Big Pit 
Mining Museum in Blaenavon. 

It reduced service at the 
museum’s two biggest sites in 
Cardiff. 

Members from across Wales 
came to Cardiff to make their 
feelings clear to bosses. 

Management has threatened 
to sack all affected staff and 
re-engage them on new 
contracts if their slashing of 


FIREFIGHTERS 


Strikers outside the National Museum Wales in Cardiff 


wages isn’t accepted. 

The strike was the latest in 
a long running dispute over 
cuts in weekend payments. 
The attack would result in a 
pay cut of up to £3,000 a year 
for some of the lowest paid 
workers at the museum. 

Museum management 
consistently refuse to take a 
similar pay cut themselves. 

And despite a commitment 
to introduce the Living Wage 
the cuts to weekend pay would 
leave 40 percent of those 
entitled to the it worse off than 
before. 


The cuts follow a near 
20 percent reduction in a grant 
from the Labour-run Welsh 
Government over recent years. 

Speakers included Julie 
Morgan, Labour AM, and 
Bethan Jenkins Plaid Cymru 
AM and a striker from National 
Gallery in London. 

Messages of support were 
received from PCS groups 
across the Wales and Britain. 

Over £300 was raised 
for the fighting fund and a 
series of strikes are planned 
throughout the Museum sites 
in August. 


Stop them dismantling Essex fire service 


ESSEX firefighters are 
planning to strike on 
Thursday of this week in 
defiance at cuts to jobs which 
will decimate the county’s fire 
and rescue services. 

Essex fire services have 
already suffered severe 
cutbacks. The proposed new 
cuts will mean that another 
187 jobs could go, slashing 
the number of firefighters 
overall from 656 to 477—a 
25 percent reduction. 

Essex Fire Brigades Union 


Alan Chinn-Shaw 


secretary Alan Chinn-Shaw, 

said, “Our service has 

suffered cut after cut. These 

attacks are nothing less than 

a dismantling of the fire and 

rescue service in Essex. 
“The public will have 

to wait longer for their 

fire engines to arrive in 

an emergency. It is only a 

matter of time before there 

are casualties.” 

@Send messages of support 

on Twitter @EssexFBU or 

essexfbu@live.co.uk 


POLICE 


Why did no one save Jack? 


POLICE OFFICERS refused 
to enter a canal to help a 
drowning 17-year old, it has 
been alleged. 

The family of Jack 
Susianta from Clapton, east 
London, called police after 
they became concerned 
about his welfare on 
Wednesday of last week. 

Police say before officers 
arrived he broke a window 
and fled dressed only in 
shorts, socks and a T-shirt. 

He was missing for around 
an hour before he was 
spotted. As he tried to escape 
from the police he ended up 
in a canal. 

Witnesses said Jack was 
struggling to swim but 
refused to grab rings which 
were thrown towards him. 

Fiona Okonkwo said 
she wanted to go in to try 
and help Jack but officers 
wouldn’t allow her. 

“I was going to jump in 
after him but they stopped 
me,” she told the Evening 
Standard newspaper. “The 
police told us there were 
weeds underneath the water, 
that it was too dangerous.” 

Witness Fred McGruer, 


Jack Susianta 


a community nurse, said, 
“Somebody could have got 
in easily and pulled him out. 
I asked a police officer why 
they weren’t and he said they 
weren’t allowed.” 

After about half an hour he 
disappeared under the water. 

“But the officers didn’t get 
in,” said McGruer. “After he 
had disappeared it was five 
or ten minutes and then one 
junior officer was allowed to 
go in.” 

At about 5.20pm Jack’s 
body was retrieved from 
the water. Police deny they 
refused to help. The case has 
been referred to the police 
watchdog. 
Annette Mackin 


Charges over arms protest 


PALESTINE solidarity 
protesters arrested outside 
an Israeli owned arms 
factory last month have been 
formally charged by police. 

Nineteen protesters 
were arrested outside the 
UAV Engines Ltd factory in 
Shenstone, Staffordshire on 
7 July. 

The factory is owned by 
Israeli arms company Elbit. 

The 19 have been 
charged with breaching an 
injunction that prevented 
protesters from coming 
within 250 metres of the 
factory. 

They were released on bail 
following their arrests. 


The protesters were told 
to report back to Tamworth 
police station on Friday of 
last week to learn of possible 
charges. 

Supporters from West 
Midlands Palestine Solidarity 
Campaign had planned to 
protest outside the station. 

But the protesters were 
later told not to report to 
the station as they would be 
notified of their charges by 
post instead. 

The first court hearing is 
set for Friday 28 August. 

Supporters from different 
groups are planning to 
protest on the day. 

Nick Clark 


Facts before Fracks meeting 


AROUND 400 people 
attended a Facts Before Fracks 
meeting about the appalling 
health impact of fracking in 
Ryedale, North Yorkshire, on 
Wednesday of last week. 

Some 20 people protested 
outside Barclays Bank in 
Scarborough the following 
Saturday against the bank’s 
ownership of companies 
including Third Energy. 

Third Energy wants to 
develop a gas field of up to 
1,000 wells in the Ryedale 
area. These would drill 
through the aquifer that 
gives fresh water to a huge 
part of northern England. 

A planning application 
for the first well has gone 
in, but local people are 
not taking it lying down. 

Pass motions calling 


Scarborough Barclays protest 


on your unions locally 
and nationally to actively 
campaign with community 
groups against fracking. 

The government will soon 
start issuing the second and 
third tranches of fracking 
licenses. If we act now 
we can head them off. 

Kim Hunter 


Get your reports and pictures to us by 12 noon on Monday 
Post PO Box 42184, London SW8 2WD Phone 020 7819 1180 Email reports @socialistworker.co.uk 


19 


Socialist Worker 8 August 2015 


CLEANERS 


Hundreds turn out against 


Sotheby’s warned to 


expect more action 


ol KEN OLENDE 


TWO OUT of four victimised 
workers have been rein- 
stated at Sotheby’s auction 
house in central London. 

Their supporters held 
a noisy march around 
the Mayfair block where 
Sotheby’s is based last Friday, 
demanding the reinstate- 
ment of the remaining two 
workers. 

Following a number of pro- 
tests outside their premises, 
Sotheby’s allowed two work- 
ers to return, telling them 
that it has restored “trust and 
confidence” in them. 

However the two workers, 
Percy Yunganina and Barbara 
Rocha, who were more active 
in the union United Voices of 
the World (UVW) are still 
kept out. 

The UVW is a volun- 
teer-run trade union that 
organises among migrant 
workers 

Petros Elia from the UVW 
told Socialist Worker, “The 
treatment of Percy and 
Barbara has been absolutely 
deplorable. 

“They have been dragged 
through four supposedly 
informal meetings—but they 
are more like interrogations.” 

Servest which employs 
them says Sotheby’s said it 
did not want them on site. 


a 


PROTESTING TO demand reinstatement of victimised cleaners 


This is because they went 
on a peaceful protest to 
demand sick pay and an end 
to victimisation of union 
members. 

The cleaners are demand- 
ing to be given contractual 
sick-pay with better condi- 
tions from Servest. 


In February this year a 
campaign by the workers 
won the London Living Wage. 

In the meetings Petros 
says the workers have been 
accused off “inciting vio- 
lence” and “associating with 
extremists”. 

Servest says they have “no 


Picture: SociAList WoRKER 


case to answer”. 

Protesters held up a 
banner saying “We’ll be back” 
to remind Sotheby’s that they 
will keep holding regular pro- 
tests until the workers are 
reinstated. 

@Send messages of support to 
petros.elia@unitedvoices.org.uk 


HOUSING 


Rage as council moves to 
ban homelessness camp 


A DEMONSTRATION by 
homeless people and their 
supporters took place last 
Saturday after Manchester 
city council was granted an 
injunction banning protest 
camps in the city. 

Homeless protest camps 
were set up to highlight the 
desperate situation many 
homeless people face, and 
how benefit cuts are making 
the situation even worse. 

The injunction, which was 
given last week, means that 
homeless people have now 
been banned from sleeping 
in any movable structures in 
the city. 

The council also secured 
an eviction order for one 
of the two homeless camps 
around the city. 

Manchester, like other 


cities, has a huge amount of 
homeless people. Tory cuts 
are creating even more. 

Every night of the week 
there are street kitchens 
struggling to cope with 
a high demand. The 
eviction and injunction will 
not solve any aspect of 
homelessness. 

As Ameen Hadi treasurer 
of Salford Unison union 
(pc) said after the injuction, 
“This is an attack on the 
most vulnerable.” 

The demonstration 
was supported by refugee 
organisation Rapar, the 
Manchester and Salford 
branch of the National 
Union of Journalists, and 
by the Greater Manchester 
Unite union branch. 

Katrina Lawrie 


Campaigners warm up to 
tackle the Boleyn rip-off 


LAST SATURDAY housing 
campaigners took to the streets 
to demand social housing 
in Newham, east London. 

Newham is a very deprived 
borough and has some 24,000 
on its council waiting list. 

Local people are angry 
at plans to develop the site 
of the current West Ham 
Boleyn stadium into luxury 
apartments. 

This land could be easily 
used to ease the housing crisis 
in the borough. 

But instead the council, 
headed by mayor Robin Wales, 
has accepted proposals by 
Galliard property developers 
for 838 luxury homes. 

A campaign has been set up 
called the Boleyn Development 
100 was set up to demand 
100 percent social housing. 


When petitioning last 
Saturday residents shared their 
stories of overcrowding and 
exploitation. 

After getting signatures 
campaigners linked up with the 
Focus E15 housing activists in 
Stratford, east London. 

They successfully challenged 
the council’s decision to evict 
them and send them out of 
Newham. 

Their campaign is now 
focused on getting 400 empty 
homes on the Carpenters 
Estate opened up for social 
housing. 

These campaigns show their 
is a mood to fight back. 
Miriam Scharf 
@A March Against Evictions 
has been called Sat 19 Sep, 12 
noon Stratford Park, West Ham 
Lane, E15 


racists in North Shields 


SOME 300 anti-fascists came 
out to oppose the racist 
English Defence League 

(EDL) in North Shields on last 
Saturday. 

Around 75 EDL racists 
targeted North Shields over 
the closure of a UK Visas and 
Immigration office. 

But they were hugely 
outnumbered by local 
anti-fascists on a counter 
protest called by groups 
including North East Unite 
Against Fascism (UAF). 

Daniel Kebede from North 
East UAF told Socialist Worker, 
“The counter protest was 
really, really local. 

“There’s a lot of 
anti-migrant racism being 
pushed out by David Cameron 


Protesting in North Shields 


and the media, and that’s what 
the EDL went with. 

“It shows that whatever 
kind of racism the state 
pushes, that’s what the Nazis 
feed off.” 

Nick Clark 


Oppose ‘white man march’ 


LABOUR leadership 

candidate Jeremy Corbyn, 

is one the latest signatories 

to a statment opposing a 

planned march by fascists in 

Liverpool later this month. 
Merseyside Unite Against 

Fascism (UAF) initiated the 

statement in opposition 

to the fascist “white man 


march” taking place in 
the city on 15 August. 

UAF is also organising 
a protest against the 
Nazis on the day. 
@UAF protest, Saturday 
15 August, 12 noon-4.35pm, 
Liverpool City Centre. Add 
your name to statement 
uafliverpool@googlemail.com 


Bosses help themselves to 
a slice of workers’ tips 


THE UNITE union has said 
it will call protests against 
Pizza Express bosses’ 
practice of profiting from 
tips given to its workers. 
Campaigning has already 
beaten bosses’ attempts 
to include tips in workers’ 
pay when they were on the 


minimum wage. But Unite says 
Pizza Express is still snatching 
an 8 percent slice of tips on 
card payments. It calls on 
supporters to give tips in cash. 
Other firms such as Cafe 
Rouge, Belgo and Bella Italia 
grab 10 percent and could face 
protests too, Unite warns. 


Thousands attend Prides 


THOUSANDS OF people 
marched on Brighton’s 
25th annual Pride march 
last Saturday, while some 
160,000 lined the streets. 
Rooftops and bus 
shelters had people on 
them—some hung banners 
saying, “Pride Not Profit”. 
Brighton Pride, along with 
London, has become one of 


the more corporate events. 
But it was young and 
angry and there was a 
thirst for putting the 
politics back into Pride. 
There were trade union 
banners, including from 
the Unison, Unite, NUT 
and RMT unions. Tens of 
thousands also marched on 
Leeds Pride last Saturday. 


Save Marcus Garvey library 


THE MARCUS Garvey library 
in Haringey, north London, is 
under threat. 

Cuts mean bosses are 
selling off books and are 
threatening to close the 
youth section. 

Labour MP for Tottenham 


David Lammy was set 

to attend an emergency 
meeting on Monday of this 
week held by the Friends of 
Marcus Garvey campaign. 
@See Friends of Marcus 
Garvey Library—Haringey on 
Facebook 
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SUPPORTERS WELCOME Jeremy Corbyn MP into the Camden Centre in central London on Monday evening 


MASSES COME TO 


CORBYN RALLIES 


Dy NICK CLARK and JUDITH ORR 


SOME 2,000 people turned 
out for a rally to elect 
Jeremy Corbyn leader of 
the Labour Party in central 
London on Monday of this 
week. 

Almost an hour before the 
rally was due to start a queue 
of people stretched right 
around the Camden Centre, 
where it was being held. 

The massive event fol- 
lowed rallies of some 1,500 
people in Liverpool 1,000 in 
Birmingham and hundreds 
more in towns and cities 
around Britain. 

The idea that thousands 
of people might cram into 
Labour Party meetings in 
search of a political alterna- 
tive would have been almost 
unimaginable just a few 
months ago. 

But Corbyn’s campaign has 
tapped into the deep seated 
anger and desire for some 
kind of change felt by hun- 
dreds of thousands of people. 

Many of those at the ral- 
lies said they had come 
because Corbyn represented 


something different to main- 
stream politics. 

Viktor was at a London 
rally. He told Socialist Worker, 
“fm 21 and I’ve never voted. 
This is the first political event 
I’ve ever been to. 


Refreshing 

“It’s refreshing to see a poli- 
tician that actually seems to 
care.” 

Danielle said, “My family 
has always been Labour. 

“But over the last few 
years I’ve been voting Green 
or even Lib Dem when the 
whole Cleggmania fiasco was 
going on. But Corbyn really 
seems to be bringing Labour 
back to what it was.” 

Corbyn spoke to Socialist 
Worker after one rally. He 
said, “This groundswell of 
support has come from hope. 

“Tt’s like the Stop the War 
movement in 2003. That was 
a movement against the Iraq 
war. But this is a groundswell 
that’s for something. 

“It’s for the kind of society 
that people want to live in. 
This is a movement that isn’t 
going to go away.” 

The rallies do have the 


Corbyn addresses those who couldn't get in to his Camden rally from 
the top of a fire engine 


Britain’s 
second biggest 
union, Unison, 
voted to back 
his campaign 
Se 


feel of a movement. Many of 
those around Corbyn’s cam- 
paign were on the anti-Tory 
protests that exploded all 
around the country after the 
election in May. 

Danielle said, “I’m going to 
protest at the Tory Party con- 
ference. And I was on the big 
anti-austerity march in June.” 

Around 500 people were 
left on the street outside the 
Camden rally, even after two 
overflow rooms were filled. 

Corbyn spoke to them 
from on top of a fire engine 


provided by the FBU union. 

He has has won the sup- 
port of the majority of the 
trade unions and his cam- 
paign gains more popularity 
every time the right attack it. 

Britain’s second biggest 
union, Unison, along with 
transport union TSSA and 
the communications union 
the CWU also voted to back 
his campaign last week. 

CWU general secre- 
tary Dave Ward referred to 
Blairites in the Labour Party as 
a “virus” and declared “Jeremy 
Corbyn is the antidote.” 

Corbyn has also won the 
most constituency Labour 
Parties—152. Andy Burnham 
won 111, Yvette Cooper fin- 
ished on 106 and Liz Kendall 
won a mere 18. 

Corbyn is now pitching 
his campaign to beat the 
Tories in 2020 in response to 
those who dismiss him as a 
vote-loser for Labour. 

Burnham accused Corbyn 
supporters of playing “a dan- 
gerous game”. 

The right have held their 
grip on the Labour Party for 
over two decades. They are 
dismayed to see it apparently 


being shattered in only a 
matter of weeks. 

Corbyn’s campaign is gen- 
erating an enthusiasm for 
politics that looks a lot like 
the Yes campaign in Scotland. 

But there the political 
alternative people looked to 
was outside Labour. Corbyn’s 
campaign sees it focused 
inside the party. 


Defend 


He wants people to “stay 
together to defend what we’ve 
got” after the election. But he 
has already stated that he 
would include Blairite oppo- 
nents in any shadow cabinet. 

But many of the thousands 
of Corbyn campaigners won’t 
want to be limited by a project 
that looks to maintaining the 
unity within the Labour Party. 

The lessons of Syriza in 
Greece show the problems of 
simply looking to win change 
through parliament. 

We need to organise to 
make the most of the poten- 
tial for this mood to be 
translated into a fightback 
and mass protests against the 
Tories in workplaces and on 
the streets. 
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